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Abstract. The subject of the study is the methodological foundations and applied approaches to assessing the
impact of organised crime on economic relations in the country. Methodology. The study uses two key approaches
to the criminological analysis of organised crime: statistical (based on state statistics) and sociological (risk
assessment based on expert surveys). The purpose of the article is to compare analytical approaches and results
of data analysis on the activities of organised crime in the economic sphere in Ukraine. The activity of organised
crime in the economic sphere in Ukraine has been analysed on the basis of state statistics and sociological surveys
conducted in recent years under various research projects. With a focus on the comparative interest of these
two criminological approaches, the authors highlights the problem of identifying manifestations of organised
economic crime not as individual non-systemic cases, but as a criminal phenomenon of a systemic nature
which permeates various areas of economic activity. At the same time, it was found that the state statistics do
not objectively reflect the problems of organised crime in the country, and that they are levelling the real state.
Among the various sociological methods of criminological analysis, the authors focused on the risk-oriented
approach to the assessment of crime, considering the risk of the spread of organised crime in the economic
sphere on the basis of an expert assessment of the probability and consequences of the spread of these threats.
This approach and its results point to critical gaps in criminological research based on state statistics and
suggest promising approaches for future research. Conclusion. The risk-oriented approach points to systemic
manifestations of the phenomenon of organised crime and the high risk of organised crime groups in the
economy of Ukraine. Using a unique empirical base formed by research projects, significant threats to the
country's economy and high-risk threats in the form of various manifestations of organised crime were identified:
according to law enforcement agencies — 62.30%; in the system of hybrid threats — 41.38%-44.74%; in the field
of forestry — 55.67%; in the field of fiscal security, in the section of individual branches of the economy, the most
significant level of risk is in the range of 60-70%.

Keywords: organised crime, economic organised crime, criminological analysis, statistical analysis, sociological
methods, risk assessment, risk-oriented approach.
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1. Introduction

Organised crime is a major problem for all countries.
It is not only a national law enforcement problem that
undermines national security, but also has the potential
to affect other important areas of human security,
whether social, political, economic or environmental
(UNODC/UNICRYI, 2005). The spread of economic
organised crime is a major destructive factor in the
socio-economic development of societies (UNICRI,
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2016). Organised crime has a significant economic
dimension: according to preliminary estimates by
Schneider (2010), the global income from criminal
activities is 790.0 billion USD. Both crime in general
and organised crime negatively affect the level of
economic activity and the growth process (Powell
et al,, 2010). In particular, Pinotti (2015), analysing
indicators of economic development in southern Italy,
shows losses of about 16% of GDP due to organised
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economic crime. At the same time, in the context of
the impact of organised crime on the economy, it is
important to point out that the informal sector accounts
for 10-20% of GDP in developed countries and about
60% in developing countries (Webb et al., 2013).

For this reason, law enforcement agencies around
the world are making great efforts, resulting in
significant successes in the prosecution of organised
crime groups. At one time, Stier and Richards
(1986) noted that in the early stages, the goal of law
enforcement was to eliminate organised crime by
removing every person from the list of most dangerous
criminals. However, slowly but surely, practitioners
and theorists realised that organised crime has
a regenerative nature and therefore law enforcement
agencies began to focus their efforts on the sources of
its existence and its effects.

To deepen the understanding of the above, it
is important to understand the implementation
and development of the long term component of
intelligence, namely the strategic vision regarding
organised crime. To achieve significant results,
investigations must be part of an overall strategy
that is not only aimed at punishing individuals and
individual enterprises, but is based on a sufficient
understanding of the problem of organised crime
(Goldstock, 1986). That is, modern approaches to
criminological analysis should focus not on individual
participants to be punished for specific offences, but
on broader aspects of criminal behaviour and the
subculture of organised crime.

The current realities for Ukrainian society are
primarily associated with external aggression and
encroachment on state sovereignty. At the same
time, the war against Ukraine is accompanied by
a number of informational, economic, political and
criminal measures, which are commonly perceived
as hybrid threats that destroy society, government,
economic relations, etc. When studying hybrid
threats in the civil security sector in Ukraine, it has
been demonstrated (Kovalchuk et al., 2019) that the
most significant risks of the spread of hybrid threats
relate, inter alia, to the following: activities of illegal
armed groups — 56%; illegal trafficking in weapons,
ammunition and explosives — 54%; emergence of
new criminal schemes in the economic sphere — 42%;
activities of criminal groups aimed at aggravating
the criminal situation and destabilising the internal
socio-political situation in Ukraine — 41%; export of
representatives of the criminal world to the territory
of Ukraine by the aggressor — 41%. It is important
to have a sufficiently objective understanding of the
determinants of crime, especially in its organised
forms, in order to adequately counteract crime in
times of war and in view of its hybrid forms.

At the same time, these trends are not fully reflected
in official state statistics on crimes committed, pre-

trial investigations conducted and court decisions on
the punishment of offenders. This is especially true
of latent crime, especially its organised forms. Such
is the situation in Ukraine, where, traditionally for
the countries of the post-Soviet space, criminological
analysis is based mainly on the use of official crime
statistics, which include data collected by the police
and judicial authorities (Verbenskyi et al, 2021;
Verbenskyi et al., 2022).

For this reason, the authors identify the problems
of identifying organised crime in the system of
economic relations in Ukraine as a key subject of
research, comparing the results of traditional statistical
analysis and modern risk-oriented sociological studies
of crime. Robert Reiner (2016) said: "It is only by
examining the multiple and varied perspectives on
crime that we can begin to understand and respond
appropriately to this social phenomenon".

2. Methodological Principles of Criminological
Analysis Based on Statistical Data and
Risk-Oriented Sociological Research

2.1. Criminological analysis based
on statistical data

The crime statistics approach uses data from official
crime statistics, which includes data collected by
the police, the judiciary and other official sources.
By analysing this data, criminologists study crime
in terms of various indicators, such as the types of
crimes, their frequency, where they are committed
and other aspects. This approach makes it possible to
identify trends and changes in crime levels over time,
to determine geographical characteristics, to identify
"hotspots” of crime, and to conduct comparative
analysis between different regions or groups of
the population. Many scientists have made their
contribution to the development of criminology
based on the analysis of statistical data, among whom
it is worth highlighting: Adolphe Quetelet (1832)
introduced the concept of "social statistics" and
conducted many studies related to the dependence
of crime on social factors such as age, gender,
occupation, education, etc.; Steven D. Levitt, Stephen
J. Dubner (2005) studied the relationships between
various phenomena in society, including criminal
activity, using statistical data analysis; Lawrence
W. Sherman (1997, 2002) is the founder of evidence-
based policing. Sherman (1997, 2002) is the founder
of evidence-based policing; David Weisburd and
Anthony Braga are known for their research on the
geography of crime and the theory of "hotspots"
(Weisburd and Yang, 2012; Braga and Weisburd,
2010); David Farrington et al. (1986, 2018), recognised
authorities in criminology who have conducted
extensive research on crime and focused on effective
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crime prevention strategies; David Wilson (2007),
a renowned expert on serial killers and criminal
behaviour; Susanne Karstedt (2002), known for
her work on the relationship between emotions and
criminal justice; Steve Tombs, David Whyte (2015),
interested in the prevalence, nature and regulation
of corporate crime; Stephen Farrall (2022), who has
made significant contributions to criminological
knowledge on why people stop offending and the
impact of probation services on the desistance process.

This list of famous scientists who have made a great
contribution to the development of criminology is
much longer. At the same time, it should be noted
that the Ukrainian school of criminology also had its
own development and much was done to establish
a national school of criminology: Petro Mykhaylenko
(Mykhaylenko and Helfand, 1964) the founder of
the new Ukrainian criminology during the Soviet
regime; A. P. Zakalyuk (1975, 2007) was engaged
in applied criminological research, problems of
criminological expertise, democratisation of the
law enforcement system of Ukraine, issues of crime
prevention (Zakalyuk, 1975; Zakalyuk et al., 2007);
A. A. Kovalkin (1985) was engaged in applied
criminological research; 1. M. Danshin (1988) dealt
with  theoretical ~ problems  of  criminology;
O. M. Kostenko (2008) formulated the "principle of
social naturalism” as a methodological principle for
the study of social phenomena; O. G. Kulyk is
a  well-known researcher in various fields of
criminology (Verbenskyi et al, 2021; Verbenskyi
etal.,, 2022), and others.

These are just a few examples of scholars from the
Ukrainian school who have been actively working on
crime analysis based on criminal statistics. There are
many other researchers who have also contributed
to this field.

However, it is necessary to point out that there are
significant differences between the criminological
schools of the post-Soviet countries (including
Ukraine) and the Western countries, which are
determined by the context of criminology development
in these regions and the influence of various historical,
cultural, political and socio-economic factors.

One of the main differences lies in the approaches
to the science of criminology itself. In general, in the
countries of the Soviet era, criminology was strongly
ideological in the sense of the communist regime
system. Ideology and politics influenced the study
of crime and the identification of the causes and
consequences of criminal behaviour. In this context,
approaches to criminology could be aimed at solving
political problems and strengthening power. At the
same time, official statistics could be distorted by the
attribution or concealment of crimes, unreliable police
reporting, changes in data collection methodology, etc.
They also failed to take account of latent criminality
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and did not provide detailed information on the
causes or context of crime. At present, during the
years of independence, the situation has changed
dramatically, the real characteristics and tendencies
of crime in the transitional socio-economic conditions
have become the interest of researchers, who have
mainly focused on the statistical analysis of crime
related to corruption, organised crime, economic
transformations, etc.

In the Western world, research in the field of
criminology is usually more independent of political
influences. Criminological research is mainly aimed
at understanding the nature of crime, identifying its
causes and developing strategies to prevent it. In
Western countries, more attention is paid to human
rights, justice and rehabilitation of criminals.

2.2. Criminological analysis based
on risk-oriented sociological research

Modern law enforcement policy in developed
security systems is based mainly on the principles
of acquiring adequate knowledge about systemic
criminal phenomena, the criminal environment and
developing appropriate strategies. This requires a wider
application of criminological tools, not limited to
statistical analysis of police data and court decisions.
Latent crime, especially economic crime, as well as its
organised manifestations, require the search for new
forms of crime analysis, and the appropriate response
is the full application of sociological research.

Historically, criminology in general has developed
in close symbiosis with sociology in particular:
Edwin Sutherland (1924, 1949) made a major
contribution to the study of corporate and economic
crime, arguing that crime occurs not only among the
socially disadvantaged but also among elite groups
and emphasising the importance of social context in
assessing crime; Emile Durkheim (1974) studied the
social causes of crime and developed the concept of
"anomia” as a state of social disorganisation that can
lead to crime; Robert Merton (1949, 1973) developed
the theory of anomie and explored social inequalities,
stress, and unmet social expectations that lead to
crime; Howard Becker (1963) studied the influence
of social tags and labels on the formation of criminal
identity and society's response to criminal behaviour;
William J. Chambliss (Chambliss and Seidman
1971; Chambliss, 2018) studied crime and social
control mechanisms, focusing on the study of power
structure, social inequalities and the role of social
institutions in the formation of crime; Richard
Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin (1960) worked on
differential opportunity theory and studied the
influence of social opportunities and criminal
structures, focusing on the role of inequality in access
to legal pathways to success.
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Obviously, these are just a few examples of prominent
Western scholars who have used sociological research
to study crime. There are many other researchers
who have also made important contributions to the
field and helped to broaden the authors' understanding
of crime, particularly organised crime, and its social
causes. Sociology offers many opportunities to
understand the social and structural factors that
influence organised crime and to develop strategies
for its management and prevention. Various aspects
of organised crime are studied: the structure and
organisation of criminal groups (hierarchy, role
specialisation, communication links, decision-making
processes, etc.); the social conditions in which
organised crime spreads, social factors that stimulate
organised crime; cultural aspects that contribute to
the development of organised crime; networks and
social links between criminal groups; the influence
of institutional factors on the operation of organised
crime, mechanisms of social control; the global aspect
of organised crime, etc.

In this context, it is important to pay particular
attention to sociological studies of organised crime
in the economy: James Coleman (1990) studied
the social aspects of economic activities, explored
social structures and interactions in the business
environment, including the analysis of organised
crime in the economy; Patricia Adler and Peter Adler
(1994) explored social issues related to economics
and business, studied the phenomenon of organised
crime in the economy; Michael Tonry and Peter
(2020); Mark Button, Branislav Hock and David
Shepherd (2022) launched the study of economic
crime as a scientific sub-discipline of criminology;
Niklas, Luhmann (1984) used a systematic approach
to the study of organised crime in the economy,
analysed the interaction between social systems,
including between criminal organisations and
economic structures. In general, the study of
economic organised crime, based on sociological
approaches, uses various methods: ethnographic
studies, social network analysis, comparative
analysis, criminological models, case studies, etc.,
the combination of which allows a more complete
understanding of the nature, mechanisms and impact
of organised crime on the economy and society.

In the 1980s, a new sociological theory of
modern  society appeared by Ulrich Beck
(1992), according to which, in the last third of
the 20th century, human civilisation entered
a new phase of its development - the phase of
risk. The post-industrial society is a risk society,
characterised first of all by the distribution of
threats of various origins and the risks caused by
them, by the appearance of more and more
negative factors, which accumulate and are unevenly
distributed among the members of society. It is the

distribution of risks that becomes the main component
of civilisational security.

The general scientific foundations of the concept
of risk have been developed in sociology, economics,
applied mathematics, psychology, deviantology, etc.
The construct of risk, which is usually quite present
in public debates, is a complex combination of
defining the content of a certain threat and estimating
its magnitude, probability and the absolute or relative
value of the occurrence or non-occurrence of a given
event. In any case, risk is considered a permanent
attribute of management activity.

Today's realities dictate the need for a new level
of thinking in law enforcement, which includes an
appropriate perception of risk and its use as an integral
part of future analysis. Risk should be considered
as a special method of perception and management
of law enforcement activities, which acts as a set of
decision-making methods. Risk management of the
implementation of the state law enforcement policy
in the era of globalisation should be based, first of
all, on the fact that each of the subjects of the
law enforcement process in the formation and
implementation of the state law enforcement policy
should resort to forecasting the future conditions
of its implementation and the consequences of its
implementation (Law in the modern political life of
Ukraine, 2020). Examples of such approaches are
the methodologies of Europol SOCTA (Europol,
2021), IOCTA (Europol, 2023) and risk-oriented law
enforcement strategies based on expert surveys and
the application of relevant sociological and statistical
methods of analysis.

For example, although the SOCTA (Serious and
Organised Crime Threat Assessment) methodology
(Europol, 2021) is based on the analysis of various
sources of information, including crime statistics,
intelligence data, academic studies, law enforcement
reports and other sources, it can still be included in
the arsenal of methods for researching economic
organised crime based on sociological approaches
because the core of its empirical base is formed by
expert opinion. It provides an opportunity to analyse
organised crime as a system, to identify links between
criminal groups, to understand their structure and
functioning, and to determine their impact on
society and the economy. SOCTA can be seen as a
methodology that combines different sociological
and criminological approaches to the study of
economic organised crime. It provides a structured
approach to assessing and analysing the phenomenon,
helping to identify new trends and to understand
the complex nature of organised crime.

Risk assessment can be a useful criminological tool
to help identify, assess and manage the risks associated
with organised crime in the economy. At the micro
level, risk assessment examines specific cases such

128



BaLTIC JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC STUDIES

as fraud, drug trafficking, etc. At the systemic level,
risk assessment focuses on examining the general
structural factors that contribute to economic
organised crime, including the legal framework,
control and supervision systems, financial markets,
the banking system and other elements relevant to
the economy. This makes it possible to identify
systemic risks and problems that create conditions
for economic organised crime and, in particular,
to develop strategies for their prevention and
management: Richard A. Berk (2009, 2017, 2018,
2021) specialises in statistical analysis and crime
forecasting; Michael Levi (2015, 2016, 2017) and
others (Levi and al, 2017) have an international
reputation for excellence in both basic and policy-
oriented research on money laundering, corruption,
cybercrime, fraud, transnational organised crime and
economic crime, and have explored the issue of risk
assessment in the context of combating organised
crime in the economy; Peter Reuter (Reuter, 1984;
Reuter and Truman, 2004; Boyum and Reuter, 2005)
studied organised crime in the context of the economy,
analysing the risks and economic motivations of
criminal activity in the economy, including drug
trafficking, international terrorism and smuggling;
Lawrence Sherman et al. (Sherman et al, 1997;
Welsh et al, 2001) used the Probability Impact
Matrix to assess the risks of organised crime and set
priorities in the implementation of countermeasure
strategies; Terence Halliday et al. (2014), Co-Director,
Center on Law and Globalization, Research
Professor, American Bar Foundation, has contributed
significantly to efforts to improve the standards and
methodology for AML/CFT assessment. These
scholars represent only a fraction of those who
have used risk assessment in the study of economic
organised crime. Their research and contributions
contribute to the development of the theory and
practice of combating economic organised crime and
influence the development of policies and strategies
to combat this phenomenon.

The use of risk assessment helps to understand
the nature and extent of economic organised crime,
to identify the most risky areas and factors, and to

Likelihood

Identification Risk

risk (threat)

analysis

Consequences

Figure 1. Risk assessment algorithm
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develop preventive measures to reduce them.
This approach makes it possible to focus on
forecasting and risk management, helps to improve
strategies for combating economic organised crime
and provides more effective protection for society
and the economy.

The international community, based on the
generalisation of its own experience, seeks to
standardise general algorithms of activity based
on risk analysis and assessment. In particular,
international risk management standards ISO
Guide 73:2009 Risk Management - Vocabulary;
ISO/IEC 31000:2009 Risk Management — Principles
and  Guidelines; ISO/IEC  31010:2009 Risk
Management - Risk Assessment Techniques;
ISO 31000:2018 Risk Management - Guidelines
(replaces the 2009 edition). ISO 31000 (ISO) has
been adopted as a national standard by more than
50 national standards bodies, covering more than
70% of the world's population. It has also been
adopted by some UN agencies and national
government organisations as a basis for developing
their own risk-based standards and methodologies.

Although the general methodological approach
is based on the recommendations of ISO 31000,
the implementation of the defined algorithm
is the responsibility of the author. This applies
both to the implemented system of indicators,
data structure, evaluation gradation and definition
of the general expert population, as well as
approaches to the implementation of specific
methods and tools for data processing, analysis
and interpretation of results.

The main stages included: development of
a questionnaire; development of tools for further
strategic analysis; development of an expert sample;
conducting a survey in an expert environment; data
cleaning; design of the final data array; construction
of analytical matrices; analytical processing of data;
preparation of an analytical report.

The introduced methodology and tools are set out
in a clear scheme that implements an algorithm for
analysing threats and risks, assessing and forecasting
them (Figure 1).

Level

Ability / Risk
Vulnerability assessment

Impact
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The implemented methodology ensured the
solution of the following analytical tasks (in IBM
SPSS Statistics):

— Identification, assessment and ranking of threats
(matrix and variance analysis);

— threat assessment (integration of two assessments
of "likelihood" and "consequences");

- assessment of the vulnerability/capacity of the
system (actors) (integration of two assessments "level"
and "impact");

— assessing the risks of threats spreading (comparing
the threat level with the system vulnerability level,
forming a forecast model based on regression analysis).

In research projects, the authors used identical
methodological principles (Kovalchuk et al., 2019;
Korystin, et al, 2021b): risk assessment scale
in percentage from "0" to "100"; experimentally,
compared with the results of matrix analysis, the
limit levels of risks were determined (more than
60% — (the most significant level) red visualisation
colour, 50%-60% ~ (significant level) orange
visualisation colour; 40%-50% - yellow visualisation
colour and less than 40% — green visualisation colour).

3. Justification of the Empirical Data Used
for the Analysis

3.1. Statistical data from state registers

There are differences in the use of data for crime
analysis between different criminological approaches
and methodologies. Typically, multiple sources of
data are used to analyse crime, including police and
other law enforcement reports, court decisions,
social surveys, expert, citizen and victim reports, and
data from other official sources, to provide a broader
picture of crime and its causes.

In Ukraine, statistical data on criminal offences
in the country, defined in official sources and
professional publications as 'state statistics’, are
obtained from state statistical reports (Verbenskyi
et al, 2021), in particular the Unified Report on
Criminal Offences (Form 1); Unified Report on
Persons Who Have Committed Criminal Offences
(Form 2); Departmental statistical reports of the
National Police of Ukraine — Report on the results of
work and compliance with the law by police bodies
in the registration and consideration of applications
and reports on criminal offences committed and other
events (form 1 - Unified Register) and the annual
compilation of statistical tables on the state of
criminal offences in the regions of the country
"State and structure of criminal offences in Ukraine",
prepared by the Office of Organisational Support of
the Unified Register of Pretrial Investigations and
Information and Analytical Work of the Prosecutor
General's Office of Ukraine.

Another variant, which essentially does not go
beyond the state statistics (Karchevskyi, 2023) - in
addition to the data contained in the reports of the
General Prosecutor's Office of Ukraine, the data of
the State Judicial Administration are also included:
Report on persons brought to criminal responsibility
and types of criminal punishment (Form 6); Report
on the list of convicted persons (Form 7).

However, the conclusions about crime as
a phenomenon are not always sufficiently reflected
in state statistical reporting, which is both
objectively understandable when it comes to latent
types of crime and subjectively determined by
circumstances. Mykola Karchevskyi (Karchevskyi
et al, 2021) notes that the available statistical
information does not allow drawing reasonable
conclusions about the state of criminal law regulation,
it is not possible to integrate data on the accounting
of offences and court proceedings, their analysis
is limited in effectiveness, and the detailing of the
received data is complicated by a systemic factor -
the imperfection of the organisation of criminal
statistics.

At the same time, this problem is also pointed out
by modern research, in particular by scientists from
the UK: based on the analysis of the University of
Portsmouth (University of Portsmouth, 2017), it is
concluded that (M. Button, B. Hock, D. Shepherd
et al, 2023) ".official statistics represent only a
fraction of the amount of fraud committed in the
UK, which in turn means that the unmeasured
'dark fraud' can be easily and conveniently ignored
for administrative and political purposes”.

There is currently a significant gap between
statistics and reality, and the potential for
statistical data to be manipulated for political gain
(M. Button, B. Hock, D. Shepherd et al, 2023),
resulting in a misleading public opinion that
mitigates against crime levels. Farrell et al. (2011)
and Knepper (2015) are concerned about this
situation. Furthermore, such an optimistic view
justifies inaction, which is dangerous (Shepherd and
Button, 2018).

That is why Knepper insisted (2015): "Rather than
testing criminal justice, ... we need better theoretical
models about their different effects on crime trends.
We need better theories about the scale of crime
drop so that we can match the analysis to the
problem, not the data set".

3.2. Survey data of the expert background

At the same time, there is a tendency and growing
interest in Ukraine to expand the use of various
data sources for crime analysis and to obtain a more
objective picture of crime. New data sources are
emerging, such as public registers, electronic
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databases, video surveillance systems, etc. This makes
it possible to increase the volume and quality of
data used for criminological analysis.

Now, law enforcement agencies are purposefully
implementing a risk-oriented approach in their
activities, thereby providing analytical capabilities
for objective analysis of crime. In particular, recently
the "On the Comprehensive Strategic Plan for
Reforming Law Enforcement Agencies as Part of
the Security and Defence Sector of Ukraine for
2023-2027" was approved by the Decree of the
President of Ukraine (The Decree of the President
of Ukraine "On the Comprehensive Strategic Plan
for Reforming Law Enforcement Agencies as Part
of the Security and Defence Sector of Ukraine for
2023-2027" No. 273/2023, 2023), in which one
of the directions is defined as "Ensuring the further
development of law enforcement systems based on
the application of risk-oriented approaches,
information and analytical activities, strategic
management and forecasting”. And in the tasks of
the newly created law enforcement agency, the Law
of Ukraine "On the Bureau of Economic Security
of Ukraine" (The Law of Ukraine "On the Bureau
of Economic Security of Ukraine" No. 1150-IX,
2021) notes the need to "identify risk zones in the
economy, assess risks and threats to the economic
security of the state, develop ways to minimise and
eliminate them".

In order to cover the issues raised in this paper

more fully, the authors use data on risk assessment
of economic and organised crime in the country,
obtained, in particular, from various research
projects:
— Methodological foundations hybrid threats in the
civil security sector in Ukraine (Kovalchuk et al., 2019);
— Strategic analysis in the field of fiscal security in
Ukraine (Korystin et al,, 2021a);

. 11104

10000

5469

8000 s
6000 [
400 I
2164
- I I I I ,,,,,,,,, III
0 I I I

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

(=)

(=]

m Criminal cases were recorder
m Cases were sent to court with an indictment

Figure 2. Crimes in the field of economy
for the period 2013-2021
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— Strategic analysis in the direction of: criminal
justice and law enforcement agencies: threats, risks,
vulnerabilities (Korystin et al., 2021b);
— Strategic analysis in the field of forestry: threats,
risks, vulnerabilities (Korystin and Svyrydiuk, 2023).
Thus, the empirical base is formed on the basis
of the survey of experts in the specified fields and
the definition of expert opinion. At the same time,
it was important to ensure the purity and reliability
of the data, so logical fallacy filters were used at
the survey stage (Kovalchuk et al, 2019), and
cluster analysis was additionally used during data
processing (Korystin et al, 2021c). Data cleaning
ensured the quality and reliability of the information
provided by the experts. This improved the
reliability and accuracy of the results of the risk
assessment, allowing to obtain a more objective and
accurate picture of the risks of organised crime in the
economy.

4. Research on the Activities of Organised
Crime in the Ukrainian Economy

According to state statistics (Karchevskyi, 2023)
for the period 2013-2021 under Chapter 7 "Crimes
in the sphere of economy” of the Criminal Code
of Ukraine (CCU), the trend of decreasing
detected crimes is followed (from 11,000 to $,500)
(Figure 2). The same trend can be observed in the
number of criminal cases sent to court with an
indictment (but only 40% of the registered cases).

At the same time, the downward trend also
applies to the number of people convicted of crimes
(Figure 3), of whom only a small proportion were
convicted with the qualification of committing
a crime as part of an organised group, in particular, in
2021, out of a total of 461 people, only 35 committed
a crime as part of an organised group.

In addition, analysing the results of criminal

prosecution for the crime under Article 191
2500
2000 1960
1500
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461
500 9 .
0
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= Convicted of crimes committed
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= CoONVvicted persons

Figure 3. Convicted persons
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Figure 4. Article 191. Appropriation, waste of property or
taking possession of it by abuse of official position (2021)

"Misappropriation, embezzlement or seizure of
property through abuse of official position” of the
Criminal Code (Figure 4), which is one of the
key measures in the fight against corruption and
misappropriation of public funds, 11,092 crimes
were detected in 2021, for which 259 people were
convicted. Only three people were charged with
committing a crime as part of an organised group.

It is important to note that the quality and
organisation of law enforcement activities and
pre-trial investigations also play a significant role in
this matter. At this stage of the analysis of state
statistics data, it is worth considering whether economic
crime in Ukraine is characterised by organised forms.

The above research projects have set out to answer
these questions and to carry out appropriate tasks
for risk assessment experts.

According to the risk assessment of the criminal
justice system and law enforcement in Ukraine
(Korystin et al., 2021b), when assessing threats by

national security sphere (Table 1), economic security
was ranked 3rd among others and is characterised
by a significant level of risk (59.47%). Only state
security (63.84%) (data obtained a year before the
start of large-scale aggression on the territory of
Ukraine) and cybersecurity (59.60%) are characterised
by a higher level of risk.

At the same time, the risk of threats spreading
(Table 2) is associated with organised crime at
62.30%, which is second only to corruption (66.38%)
and money laundering (63.33%).

Thus, the above data provide sufficient grounds
to perceive the problem of organised crime in the
Ukrainian economy as an extremely important threat
with a high risk of spread.

According to the risk assessment of the spread of
hybrid threats in the civil security system (Kovalchuk
et al, 2019), when assessing the threats associated
with the spread of crime (Table 3), the highest and
significant risk is characterised by: financing of
terrorism (46,45%), emergence of new criminal
schemes in the economic sphere (44,74%), activities
of criminal groups in deepening the criminogenic
state in Ukraine (41,38%), export to the territory of
Ukraine by aggressor representatives of the criminal
world (40,52%).

Thus, the assessment of the risks of the spread of
hybrid threats to Ukraine additionally emphasises
the problems of organised crime in the country's
economy. The hybrid war that Ukraine has been in
since 2014 brings with it a number of threats of a
criminal nature, which negatively affects economic
relations and the criminogenic situation in the state.

Some research projects were concerned with strategic
analysis of the direction of the industry. And despite
the wide range of issues, risks of a criminological
nature were identified for assessment each time.

Currently, according to the assessment of risks
in the field of forestry in Ukraine (Korystin and

Table 1
Risk assessment by security area
State Bureau of Natlor-1a1 Anti National Police | State Border Guard
Average . Corruption Bureau . . .
Investigation . of Ukraine Service of Ukraine
of Ukraine
Rights and freedoms of citizens 54,52 51.72 45.13 47.59 55.49
Public security 52,03 47.61 46.32 47.06 53.74
Civil protection 48,82 42.53 33.19 45.43 49.32
Road and transport traffic 55,08 48.11 50.62 49.99 53.57
Economic security 59,47 59.59
Information security 58,11 57.01
Cyber security 59,60 56.41
State security
Energy security
Ecological security
Food safety 47,67 44.35 30.62 42.90 47.37
Border guards 58,71 55.61 56.41 52.98
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Table 2

Assessment of the risks of spreading threats related to certain criminal phenomena

National Anti- . . State Border Guard
State Bureau of ) National Police of )
Average Investication Corruption Bureau Ukraine Service
& of Ukraine of Ukraine
Terrorist financing 59,33 57.97 55.54
Corruption 59.78
Money laundering 56.15
Organised crime 57.03
Raiding 54,01 53.42 39.64 50.84
Smuggling 59,24 58.67 54.56 52.46
Table 3
Hybrid threats related to the spread of crime
. National Police of State Bordfer State Customs
Risk assessment, % Average ) Guard Service ) )
Ukraine X Service of Ukraine
of Ukraine

ACthlFleS o‘f crlrpln:'al BOLEE aimed at deepening 41,38 40,73 31,87 4435
the crime situation in Ukraine
The aggressor's importation of representatives of
the criminal world into the territory of Ukraine 40,52 40,92 30,99 45,00
Emergel?ce of new criminal schemes in the 4474 2,43 39,85 54,54
economic sphere
The spread of cross-border organised crime 35,98 34,35 25,85 42,94
Tl?e aggressor-initiated spread of raiding-related 32,08 30,72 21,38 38,83
crimes
The agg.resso?initi.ated spread of money . 38,00 3723 30,39 48,31
laundering crimes in favour of the separatists
Terrorist financing 46,45 45,46 39,70 54,58

Svyrydiuk, 2023), risks of a criminal nature have
been identified (Table 4), and their assessment
directly indicates the existence of high-level risks
(red and orange sectors), in particular: Illegal
deforestation (61.78%); easy access to shadow income
legalisation schemes (61.27%); targeted activities of
organised crime in the forestry sector (55.67%); and
the spread of cross-border organised crime related to
illegal export of forest products (50.06%).

It is important to point out the peculiarity that
the expert environment did not include represen-
tatives of law enforcement agencies. In authors’
opinion, the peculiarity of the sample of experts

this time around, the widening of the expert
environment, manifests the problem of organised
crime as a phenomenon, since the expert opinion is
not determined by criminal qualification, which is
often limited by the rule of law, but by the perception
of the social danger of individual acts. Such an
approach is particularly important in the risk-
oriented approach, which focuses on trends and
comparisons and removes a certain veil of uncertainty.
In assessing the risks in the fiscal sphere of Ukraine,
the influence of organised crime was emphasised
by types of basic taxes and sectors (spheres) of the
economy (Table S). In the general group of experts,

Table 4
Threats to the forestry sector in Ukraine
State Forest s::ZZtSEp:‘:;dl::i Science
Risk assessment, % Average Resources “Forestsr(l))f and NGOs Business
Agency Ukraine” Education

Tllegal deforestation

Easy access to money laundering schemes

Targeted activities of organised crime in the 5567
forestry sector !

The spread of cross-border organised crime

related to the illegal export of forest products 30,06

61,08 53,11

63,72 56,47

62,34
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the tax police (State Fiscal Service of Ukraine) is a law
enforcement agency, which makes it a key group of
experts in the assessment of organised crime threats.
Conclusions have been drawn on the basis of this data.

Table S

Intentional activities of organised crime

in the fiscal sphere

Intentional activity of organized crime Risk
in the fiscal sphere in relation to asses:ément,

1.1, VAT
1.2. corporate income tax 53,15
1.3. excise tax 59,16
1.4. personal income tax 46,18
1.5. customs duties 56,55
1.6. the single social contribution 37,69
1.7. the single tax 34,35
1.8. rent 32,26
1.9. the tax on real estate other than land 28,67
1.10. land payments 35,28
1.11. environmental tax 34,18
1.12. banking activity 54,26
1.13. non-banking financial institutions 51,51
1.14. the energy sector 55,45

1.1S. the oil and gas industry

1.16. fuel resources

1.17. the agricultural sector

1.18. forestry

1.19. water management

1.20. foreign economic activity

1.21. the production and circulation of alcoholic
beverages and tobacco products

1.22. the metallurgical industry 49,54
1.23. the machine-building industry 46,56
1.24. the pharmaceutical industry 54,31
1.25. the chemical industry 43,49
1.26. construction 60,37
1.27. the IT sector 40,28
1.28. transport 43,12
1.29. trade 51,94
1.30. the hotel business 30,26
1.31. the restaurant business 29,46
1.32. real estate transactions 43,63
1.33. tourism 27,14
1.34. postal services and courier activities 31,13
1.3S. other services (not listed) 27,80

By type of tax, the most significant threat to the

activities of organised crime in Ukraine is VAT (red
risk level — 68%), and significant (orange risk level) —
corporate income tax (53%), excise duties (59%) and
customs duties (57%).

In terms of sectors of economic activity, the highest
risk (red level) of the spread of organised crime to
minimise tax revenues is characterised by:

— The oil and gas industry (63%);

— fuel resources (66%);

— the agricultural sector (63%);

— foreign trade (65%);

- the production and distribution of alcoholic
beverages and tobacco products (71%);

— construction (60%).

The high level of risk (orange area) in relation to
the intentional activity of organised crime in Ukraine
in the fiscal sphere is associated with:

— Banking activity (54%);

— non-bank financial institutions (52%);
— energy sector (55%);

— forestry (55%);

- pharmaceutical industry (54%);
—trade (52%).

The overall conclusion is that the activities of
organised crime have had a significant impact on fiscal
relations.

The initial analytical conclusions and strategic
analysis in the field of fiscal security of Ukraine based
on a risk-oriented approach have already underlined
the extreme importance of such an innovation in
Ukraine and formed a system of knowledge to justify
the priority areas for further development of this
segment in Ukrainian society.

It is on the basis of analytical conclusions, in
accordance with the expert background of the fiscal
system, on the significant risks of organised crime in
the economic sphere that the following analytical
task was defined — to assess the threats of organised
economic crime using the Europol SOCTA
methodology (Table 6).

Table 6 shows only partial results, but these data
not only confirm the previous level of risk of
organised crime in the country's economy, but
certain characteristics indicate the systemic nature
of this phenomenon, in particular: more than
70% of the identified OCGs are characterised by
a "professional” feature, i.e., they provide criminal
services to businesses, ensuring the shadow
economic component (money laundering, illegal
production and trafficking of excisable goods, etc.);
more than 10% of OCGs unite more than 9 people
in criminal activities, which, according to Ukrainian
legislation, provides for additional qualifications
and the definition of "criminal organisation"; almost
15% of OCGs are characterised by cross-border and
transnational criminal activities.

An important aspect is that the data obtained is
based not only on criminal case files (55%). Expert
opinion is also formed on the basis of criminal
intelligence (27.40%) and crime analysis (15.90%).

Thus, in contrast to the analysis of state statistical
data, conclusions based on a risk-oriented approach
indicate the extreme vulnerability of the country's
economy to the impact of organised crime on
economic relations, both in general at the national
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Table 6
Characteristics of OCGs in the fiscal sphere according to the SOCTA methodology (sample)

Indicators Characteristic Percentage
Criminal case 55,30%
Criminal intelligence 27,40%

Source : .
Control proceedings materials 1,40%
Criminal Analysis 15,90%
"Professional” OCG: provides criminal services to representatives of the real sector of the economy, 71.60%
) serves its own criminal economic interests ’

OCG sign
"Non-professional” OCGs: representatives of the real sector of the economy who have their own 28 40%
assets use criminal services of "professional” OCGs to minimise taxes ’
More than 9 members 10,20%

Scale OCG | 5 to 9 members 28,50%
3 to S members 61,40%
OCG carries out its activities at the transnational level 10,60%
OCG carries out its activities at the cross-border level 4,30%

i OCG carries out its activities at the national level (more than five regions) 20,30%
Geographical - - — - - - -

OCG carries out its activities at the interregional level (up to five adjacent regions) 28,90%
OCG carries out its activities at the regional level 25,80%
OCG carries out its activities at the local level (district, city) 10,20%

level and in relation to individual industries and
spheres of activity. At the same time, risk assessment
represents only a basic level of perception of the
problem of organised crime and identifies certain
trends, which is only meaningful if the knowledge
gained about crime is further used in the development
and implementation of appropriate state policy or
in the formation of the strategic foundations of the
country's law enforcement agencies.

5. Conclusions

Based on the need to objectively reflect the level
of organised crime in the economy using two key
approaches to criminological analysis — statistical
and sociological, which are studied in detail in the
scientific literature, this article examines the results
of using state statistics data in comparison with the
results of the risk-oriented sociological approach.
The conclusions clearly indicate that it is impossible
to objectively reflect the level of organised crime in
the Ukrainian economy based on the use of state

statistics. At the same time, the results based on
the risk-based approach clearly indicate a steady
upward trend in the criminal activity of OCGs in
the country's economic relations. Since this study is
limited to one country, it is advisable to conduct
a comparative analysis of key approaches to
criminological analysis in other countries in
future research. This study is important from both
theoretical and practical perspectives. From the
theoretical point of view, it complements a huge
body of research, emphasising the importance of
the expert component of crime analysis based on
a risk-based approach. From a practical point of
view, the results obtained are useful for Ukraine
and other developing countries for an objective
perception of the phenomenon of organised crime,
both in terms of the scale of criminal manifestations
and the degree of their destructive impact on society,
rights and freedoms of citizens, in order to determine
effective law enforcement policy and strategic
development priorities.

References:

Adler, Patricia & Adler, Peter (eds) (1994). Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context and Interaction.

Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth.

Beck, U. (1992). Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity. London: Sage.
Becker, H. S. (1963). Outsiders: Studies in the sociology of deviance. Free Press Glencoe. New York, Collier-

Macmillan Limited, London.

Richard, Berk, Lawrence, Sherman, Geoffrey, Barnes, Ellen, Kurtz & Lindsay, Ahlman (2009). Forecasting
Murder within a Population of Probationers and Parolees: A High-Stakes Application of Statistical Learning.
Journal of the Royal Statistical Society Series A, Royal Statistical Society, Vol. 172(1), p. 191-211.

Berk, Richard (2017). An impact assessment of machine learning risk forecasts on parole board decisions
and recidivism. Journal of Experimental Criminology, Vol. 13(2), p. 193-216.

Berk, Richard (2018). Machine Learning Risk Assessments in Criminal Justice Settings. New York: Springer.

132



Vol. 10 No. 1, 2024 BaLTIiC JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC STUDIES

Berk, Richard (2021). Artificial Intelligence, Predictive Policing, and Risk Assessment in Law Enforcement.
Annual Review of Criminology, Vol. 4, p. 209-237.

Boyum, D. & Reuter, P. (2005). An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy American Enterprise Institute.
Braga, Anthony, David, Weisburd (2010). Policing Problem Places: Crime Hot Spots and Effective Prevention.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Button, M., Hock, B., & Shepherd, D. W. J. (2022). Economic Crime: From Conception to Response. (1st ed.)
Routledge. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003081753

Button, Mark, Hock, Branislav, Shepherd, David, & Gilmour, Paul. Understanding the rise of fraud in England
and Wales through field theory: Blip or flip? Journal of Economic Criminology. Volume 1, September 2023, 100012.
DOIL: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeconc.2023.100012

Chambliss, W. J., & Seidman, R. (1971). Law, order, and power. New York: Addison-Wesley.

Chambliss, William J. (2018). Power, politics and crime. New York, USA.

Cloward, R., & Ohlin, L. (1960). Delinquency and opportunity: A theory of delinquent gangs. Glencoe. IL: Free Press.
Coleman, James (1990). Foundations of Social Theory. Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, Cambridge.
Dan'’shyn, L. N. (1988). Crime: the concept and general characteristics, reasons and conditions. Kyiv.

Emile Durkheim (1974). Sociology and Philosophy. Free Press.

Europol (2021). Available at: https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-events/main-reports/socta-report
Europol (2023). Available at: https://www.europol.europa.eu/publications-events/main-reports/iocta-report
Farrell, G., Tseloni, A., Mailley, J., & Tilley, N. (2011). The crime drop and the security hypothesis. J. Res. Crime.
Delinquency, Vol. 48 (2), p. 147-175. DOL: https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427810391539

Farrall, Stephen (2022). Rethinking what works with offenders: Probation, social context and desistance from crime.
Routledge.

Farrington, David P, Kazemian, Lila, & Piquero, Alexis Russell (2018). The Oxford Handbook of Developmental
and L{%e—Course Criminology. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Farrington, David P, Ohlin, Lloyd E., & Wilson, James Q. (1986). Understanding and Controlling Crime: Toward
a New Research Strategy. New York, NY.

Goldstock, Ronald (1986). Operational Issues in Organized Crime Control. Major Issues in Organized Crime
Control. Washington DC: National Institute of Justice.

Halliday, T., Levi, M., & Reuter, P. (2014). Global Surveillance of Dirty Money: Assessing Assessment of
Regimes to Control Money Laundering and Combat the Financing of Terrorism American Bar Foundation.

ISO. Available at: https://www.iso.org/is0-31000-risk-management.html

Karchevskyi, M., Korystin, O., & Komarnytskyi, V. (2021). Effectiveness of Criminal Prosecution of Tax Offenses.

Proceedings of the International Conference on Business, Accounting, Management, Banking, Economic Security and
Legal Regulation Research (BAMBEL2021). 27 August 2021. 188, 127-131.

Karchevskyi, M. (2023). Combatinicrime in Ukraine: infographics: an interactive guide. Version 3.0. Available at:
https://karchevskiy.com/i-dovidnyk/

Karstedt, Susanne (2002). Emotions and criminal justice. Theoretical Criminology, Vol. 6 (3), p. 299-317.
DOIL: https://doi.org/10.1177/136248060200600304

Knepper, Paul (2015). Falling crime rates: what happened last time. Theoretical Criminology, Vol. 19 (1), p. 59-76.
DOL: https://doi.org/10.1177/1362480614541290

Korystin, Oleksandr, Tsiupryk, lhor, Svyrydiuk, Nataliia, & Prokofieva-Yanchylenko, Dariia (2021). Risk
Assessment of the Development of the Criminal Justice System of Ukraine. Nauka i Pravookhorona, Vol. 2 (52),
p- 108-116. DOL: https://doi.org/10.36486/np.2021.2(52)

Korystin, Oleksandr, Svyrydiuk, Nataliia, & Tkachenko, Volodymyr (2021). Fiscal Security of the State
Considering Threats of Macroeconomic Nature. Proceedings of the International Conference on Business,
Accounting, Management, Banking, Economic Security and Legal Regulation Research (BAMBEL2021).
Series: Advances in Economics, Business and Management Research. 27 August 2021. Vol. 188, p. 65-69.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2991/AEBMR.K.210826.012

Korystin, Oleksandr, Svyrydiuk, Nataliia, & Vinogradov, Alexander (2021). The Use of Sociological Methods
in Criminological Research. Proceedings of the International Conference on Social Science, Psychology and Legal
Regulation (SPL 2021). Series: Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research. 18 December
2021.Vol. 617, p. 1-6. DOL: https://doi.org/10.2991 /assehr.k.211218.001

Korystin, O. Ye., & Svyrydiuk, N. P. (2023). Assessment of threats in forestry of Ukraine. Nauka i Pravookhorona,
Vol. 1, p. 145-153. DOL: https://doi.org/10.36486/np.2023.1(59)

Kostenko, O. M. (2008). Culture and law — in opposition to evil. Kyiv: Attyka.

Kovalchuk, T. L, Korystin, O. Y., & Sviridyuk, N. P. (2019). Hybrid threats in the civil security sector in
Ukraine. Problems of Legality, Vol. 147, p. 163-17S. DOI: https://doi.org/10.21564/2414-990x.147.
180550

Kovalkin, A. A. (198S). Latent crime and its detection by internal affairs bodies. Kyiv: KVSH MVS URSR.

133



BaLTIC JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC STUDIES

Vol. 10 No. 1, 2024

Levi, M. (2015). Qualitative research on elite frauds, ordinary frauds and "organized crime". In: Copes, H.
and Miller, J. M. eds. Handbook of Qualitative Criminology. Routledge, 215-238.

Levi, M. (2016). The impacts of organised crime in the EU: some preliminary thoughts on measurement
difficulties. Contemporary Social Science, Vol. 11(4), p. 392-402.

Levi, M. (2017). Assessing the trends, scale and nature of economic cybercrimes: overview and issues. Crime,
Law and Social Change, Vol. 67 (1), p. 3-20.

Levi, M., Doig, A., Gundur, R., Wall, D., & Williams, M. (2017). Cyberfraud and the implications for effective
risk-based responses: themes from UK research. Crime, Law and Social Change, Vol. 67(1), p. 77-96.

Levitt, Steven D., & Dubner, Stephen J. (2005). Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of
Everything. Published by Harper Collins. New York.

Luhmann, Niklas (1984). Soziale Systeme. Grundrif einer allgemeinen Theorie. Suhrkamp. Frankfurt am Main.
Merton, Robert (1949). Social Theory and Social Structure. Free Press. New York. USA.

Merton, Robert (1973). The Sociology of Science. University of Chicago press.

Mykhaylenko, P. P, & Hel'fand, Y. A. (1964). Crime prevention is the basis of the fight to eradicate crime.
Yuryd. Lyteratura.

Elzrbcéﬁ% %’3 2(2015). The economic costs of organized crime: evidence from southern Italy. Econ ], 58 6 (125),

Powell, Benjamin, Manish, G. P., & Nair, Malavika (2010). Corruption, crime and economic growth. In: Benson,
Bruce, Zimmerman, Paul (Eds.). Handbook on the Economics of Crime. Edward Elgar Publishing Limited,
Cheltenham, 328-341.

Selivanov, A. O., Onishhenko, N. M., Korystin, O. Ye., etc. (2020). Law in the modern political life of Ukraine.
Scientific edition. Kyiv: Lohos.

Quetelet, Adolphe (1832). Recherches sur le penchant au crime aux différents dges.

Reiner, Robert (2016). Crime, the Mystery of the Common-sense Concept. John Wiley & Sons.

Reuter, Peter (1984 ). Disorganized crime: the economics of the visible hand. Cambridge. Mass.: MIT Press.

Reuter, Peter, & Truman, Edwin M. (2004). Chasing dirty money: The fight against money laundering. Institute
for International Economics. Washington, DC.

Schneider, Friedrich (2010). Turnover of organized crime and money laundering: some preliminary empirical
findings. Public Choice, Vol. 144 (3-4), p. 473-486.

Sherman, Lawrence W., Gottfredson, Denise, MacKenzie, Doris, Eck, John, Reuter, Peter, & Bushway, Shawn
(1997). Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesn't, What's Promising: A Report to the United States Congress.
U.S. Department of Justice. Office of Justice Programs. National Institute of Justice.

Sherman, Lawrence W,, Farrington, David P., Welsh, Brandon, & MacKenzie, Doris, eds. (2002). Evidence-Based
Crime Prevention. London: Routledge.

Shepherd, D., & Button, M. (2018). Organizational inhibitions to addressing occupational fraud: a theory of differential
rationalization. Deviant Behav, Vol. 40 (%3) , p-971-991. DOL: https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2018.1453009
Stier, Edwin, & Peter, Richards (1986). Strategic Decision Making in Organized Crime Control. The need for a
Broadened Perspective. Major Issues in Organized Crime Control. Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice.
Sutherland, Edwin H. (1924). Principles of Criminology. University of Chicago Press. Chicago. USA.

Sutherland, Edwin H. (1949). White Collar Crime. Holt, Rinehart & Winston. New York. USA.

Tombs, Steve, & Whyte, David (2015). The corporate criminal: Why corporations must be abolished. Routledge.
Tonry, Michael H., & Reuter, Peter (2020). Organizing crime: mafias, markets, and networks. The University of
Chicago Press. Chicago.

Official portal of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (2023). The Decree of the President of Ukraine "On the
Comprell‘)lensive Strategic Plan for Reforming Law Enforcement Agencies as Part of the Security and Defence
Sector of Ukraine for 2023-2027" No. 273/2023 of May 11, 2023. Available at: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/
show/273/2023#Text

UNICRI (2016). Organized crime and the legal economy the Italian case. Technical report, United Nations
Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute.

University of Portsmouth (2017). Annual Fraud Indicator. Experian and Crowe Clark Whitehill. Available at:
https://researchportal.port.ac.uk/files/18878333/Annual Fraud Indicator report 1 2017.pdf

UNODC/UNICRI (2005). The evolving challenge of transnational organized crime. Trends in Crime and Justice.
25-54.

Verbenskyi, M. H., Kulyk, O. H., & Naumova, I. V. (2021). Criminal situation in Ukraine: main tendencies. 2020.
Vinnytsya: Tvory.

Verbenskyi, M. H., Kulyk, O. H., Naumova, L. V,, etc. (2022). Criminal situation in Ukraine: main tendencies. 2021.
Vinnytsya: Tvory. (in Ukrainian)

Webb, J. W,, Bruton, G. D., Tihanyi, L., & Ireland, R. D. (2013). Research on entrepreneurship in the informal
economy: Framing a research agenda. Journal of Business Venturing, Vol. 28, p. 598-614.

134



E
Vol. 10 No. 1, 2024 BaLTIC JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC STUDIES

Weisburd, David, Groff, Elizabeth, & Yang, Sue-Ming (2012). The Criminology of Place: Street Segments and
Our Understanding of the Crime Problem. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Welsh, Brandon C., Farrington, David P., & Sherman, Lawrence W. (2001). Costs and Benefits of Preventing Crime.
Routledge. New York.

Wilson, David (2007). Serial Killers: Hunting Britons and Their Victims. Waterside Press.

Yanchylenko, Dariia (2021). Risk Assessment of the Development of the Criminal Justice System of Ukraine.
Nauka i Pravookhorona, Vol. 2(52), p. 108-116. DOL: https://doi.org/10.36486/np.2021.2(52

Zakalyuk, A. P. (1975). Public impact and prevention of offenders. Kyiv: Nauk. dumka.

Zakalyuk, A. P. et al. (2007). Course of modern Ukrainian criminology: theory and practice. In 3 books.
Kyiv: Vydavnychyy Dim "In Yure". (in Ukrainian)

The Law of Ukraine "On the Bureau of Economic Security of Ukraine" No. 1150-IX of Janary 28, 2021.
Available at: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1150-20#Text

Received on: 02th of February, 2024
Accepted on: 17th of March, 2024
Published on: 05th of April, 2024

13§



