International scientific and practical conference

DOl https://doi.org/10.30525/978-9934-26-079-7-6

THE MODERN LOOK AT
THE HISTORIOGRAPHIC WORKS OF UKRAINIAN SCIENTISTS
REGARDING THE HISTORY OF SOPHIA RUSOVA’S ACTIVITIES
DURING THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION OF 1917-1921

Motuz V. K.
Candidate of Historical Sciences,

Senior Lecturer at the Department of Archeology
and Special Branches of Historical Science
Bohdan Khmelnytsky National University of Cherkasy
Cherkasy, Ukraine

For a long time, the activities of Sofia Rusova were not a subject of
study. Only with the proclamation of the independence of Ukraine, when
historical science put forward new conceptual approaches in assessing the
significance of the activities of historical figures, it became possible to
comprehensively cover such a historical person as Sofia Rusova.

The first thing that you pay attention to when analyzing the
historiography of the research topic is that the corresponding problem has
not yet been comprehensively studied, but has found its reflection in the
works of Ukrainian scholars. Fragments of her memoirs are presented in the
works of modern Ukrainian historians and teachers. In particular,
L. Gonyukova, a researcher of the life and work of Sofia Rusova, in her
scientific work «Memories of Sofia Rusovax [3, p. 134], quoting her, reveals
the process of Sofia Rusova’s joining the state activities of the period of the
Ukrainian Central Rada.

During the Soviet period of Ukrainian history, the life and work of Sofia
Rusova, in particular in 1917-1921, were practically not studied because of
her accusations of «bourgeois nationalismy.

With the proclamation of independent Ukraine, a new period began in
the study of the heritage of the outstanding woman educator, public and
political figure — Sofia Rusova. So, already in 1990-1991, the first popular
science articles appeared about him, for example, by such authors as
G. Datsyuk [2], O. Kozulya [6], O. Zamlinskaya [10] and others.

Despite the fact that the activities of Sofia Rusova during the Ukrainian
Revolution of 1917-1921 did not become the subject of their attention, the
above-mentioned Ukrainian scientists highlighted certain aspects of the
socio-political, cultural and educational activities of Sofia Rusova of the
indicated period. For example, O. Kozuli’s scientific research «The Great
Enlightener» [6, c. 102] provides interesting little-known facts from the
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biography of Sofia Rusova during the period of the Ukrainian Central Rada.
In addition, this author’s scientific article publishes individual documents
that have not been previously published, which are of scientific interest for
researchers of the life and work of Sofia Rusova during the Ukrainian
Revolution of 1917-1921.

At the beginning of the 21st century, a large number of Ukrainian
historians, teachers and writers joined the formation of the Rusovian studies
of the period of the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921. Among the massive
historiographic heritage of the modern period, it is necessary to highlight the
scientific work of Z. Nagachevskaya «Pedagogical thought and education
in the women’s movement in Western Ukraine (second half of the 19th
century — 1939)» [7]. In this article, the woman author examined certain
aspects of the social and cultural activities of Sofia Rusova during the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921. In particular, it provides interesting
little-known facts from the biography of Sofia Rusova.

No less attention deserves the scientific research of I. Ulyukaeva «The
activity of Sofia Rusova on the creation of a system of preschool education
in Ukraine in 1917-1919» [9]. In this scientific article, a woman scientist
analyzes the activities of Sofia Rusova regarding the creation of a system of
preschool education in Ukraine during the period Of the Ukrainian Central
Rada and the Directory of the Ukrainian People’s Republic of 1917-1919.
Thus, this woman author reveals the contribution of Sofia Rusova to the
development of Ukrainian statehood during the Ukrainian revolution of
1917-1921. At the same time, she draws attention to the great organizational
work of Sofia Rusova on approving preschool education as the first link of
the educational system and the training of teaching staff for it.

No less constructive information about the activities of Sofia Rusova
during the Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921 can be obtained from the
dissertation research of such women scientists as L. Gonyukova «Social,
political, cultural and educational activities of Sofia Rusova (1870s —
1940s)» [4], G. Grutz «S. Rusova and the educational movement in
Ukraine» [5] and O. Pshevratskaya «Psychological and pedagogical
foundations of the organization of public preschool education in the works
of S. Rusovay [8]. For example, in the dissertation of L. Gonyukova in the
third chapter of her scientific research, in general terms, the socio-political,
cultural and educational activities of Sofia Rusova in 1917-1921 are
revealed. This woman historian, based on the analysis of the activities
of Sofia Rusova, during the period of her creative and professional
rise, determined the contribution of this cultural, educational and social
and political woman figure to the construction of the Ukrainian national
state on a democratic basis during the period of the Ukrainian revolution
of 1917-1921.
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It is worth noting that the socio-political activities of Sofia Rusova
during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921 in modern historiography,
given the chronological framework of the study of published scientific
works, is not presented evenly. Most of the scientific works about Sofia
Rusova are devoted to her place and role in the state processes of the times
of the Ukrainian Central Rada and the Directory of the Ukrainian People’s
Republic. For example, in L. Berezovskaya’s scientific article «Sofia
Rusova’s contribution to the development of national education based on the
materials of the Free Ukrainian School magazine (1917-1920)» [1, p. 287]
the woman-author focuses on Sofia Rusova’s socio-political, pedagogical
and journalistic activity during the Ukrainian revolution 1917-1921. At the
same time, she ignores the activities of Sofia Rusova during the time of the
Ukrainian State of Pavel Skoropadsky.

So, analyzing the historiographic base of the study devoted to such a
problem as «The modern look at the historiographic works of ukrainian
scientists regarding the history of Sophia Rusova’s activities during the
Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921», the woman author came to the
conclusion that the activities of an outstanding Ukrainian woman are quite
complete and versatile. activist Sofia Rusova began to be studied during the
years of independence of Ukraine. documents, memories and the like.
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HAYKOBHI JOPOBOK KATEPUHU I'PYIHIEBCHKOI
ma PAAAHCBKOIO IEH3YPOIO

®enotosa O. O.
O00KMOp iCMOPUUHUX HAYK,
cmapuwiuil HayKogutl CnigpoOImHUK,
npogecop
Hasuanvno-nayxoeozo incmumymy
Kuiscvkoeo nayionanvnoeo ynisepcumemy Kyabsmypu i Mucmeyme
m. Kuis, Yxpaina

Jlo oci0, TBOpH SIKHX 3a PaasHCHKOI JOOM IiIsAralid IECH3YpHINA 3a00po-
Hi, BIIHOCHMMO W JOYKY 3HAHOI'O IMOJITHYHOro missiua M. I'pyiieBCbKOTO,
Karepuny Muxaiinisny ['pymesceky. JliBumHa Hapoawmiaacs 1900 p. y
JIbBoBI. Uepes BpokeHy XBOpPOOY MOYATKOBY OCBITY OTpHMMaia BIOMA.
IIporsirom 1917-1919 pp. npoxuBana y Kuesi, e BCTynuiaa Ha IIpaBHAYE
BijiJIeHHsSI HOBOCTBOPEHOr0 KHIBCLKOI0 HApOIHOIO YKPaiHCHKOIO YHIBEP-
cutety. Ha Tomy erami 3100yia YIEHCTBO Y KHIBCHKOMY TOBApHCTBI
«IIpocBiTay Ta mouana MyOJiKyBaTH JiTEPaTypO3HABUI OIS, HAPUCH,
penieHsii Ha cTopiHKax KypHay «JliTepaTypHO-HAYKOBUH BICHUK.

TlomitTuuna cutyariss B YKpaidi 3Mycuiaa poauHy [ 'pyIieBCbKUX eMirpy-
Batu 3a KopaoH. Y 1919-1924 pp. Karepuna mnpomomxuia 3aliMaTUCS
HayKOBOIO po0O0TOI0, Oepydd aKTHUBHY y4acTh B XOJi 3amo4yaTKyBaHHS i
O6arbkoM Ykpaincekoro Comionoriunoro Iucrutyty. Hamami mparroBania
cekpeTapeM 1HCTUTYINI Ta HaBYayacs B acmipantypi. Came Toji BigOysocs
(hopMyBaHHSI HAYKOBHX MPIOPUTETIB AOCTITHUILI Y HANPSIMKY 3alliKaBJICHHS
ICTOPI€IO KYJABTYPH, HAPOJTO3HABCTBOM, Mi(hOJIOTI€0, €THOJIOTIEI0, (QOJIBKIIO-
puctukoro. IlepeOyBaroum 3romoM B ABCTpii, CHCTEMAaTHYHO CiIyXaja y
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