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Summary. The Consulates General of the Republic of Poland
in Ukraine started out in limited numbers, mostly in the west, but
expanded throughout the country in the later part of the first decade of
the 21 century. While there were objective needs for that expansion,
related to the work of the Polish MFA, providing services to more people
in Central, Eastern and Southern Ukraine, the Consulates’ staff became
influencers of certain policies on their own. Using archival documents
and other primary sources, we can see how the Consuls of Poland first
became involved in Ukrainian-Polish business talks, and later, in the
purview of interregional cooperation, promoted pro-European and

ro-NATO narratives in Ukraine. In this regard the Consuls General
acted not only as diplomats, but as Polands soft power in Ukraine,
being invited as experts to conferences, festivals, student Olympiads
etc., while connecting their efforts with those of ethnic Polish NGOs in
Ukraine and Ukrainian universities.

Key words: European Integration, Euro-Atlantic Integration,
history of Ukraine, international relations, Polish-Ukrainian relations.

ITPOEBPOITEMCHKUW TA ITPOATIAHTUYHU BIUIVB
I'EHEPAJIBHMX KOHCYJIbCTB PECITYBJIIKWM ITOJIBIITA
B OBJIACTX YKPATHU

Anomauis. ITenepanvui xoucynocmea Pecnybniku Ilonvusa
6 Ykpaini nouunanu ceow Ois/bHicMb 6 00MedeHill KinbKocmi,
CKOHUeHmMposaHi Ha 3ax00i, ane POSWUPUNUCA KpaiHow y Opyeiil
nonosuri nepuioi dexaou XI cmonimms. Xoua 6 ybomy po3uupeHHi
6ynu 06’ekmueni nompebu, nos’sazani 3 pobomoio M3C Ilomvuyi
w000 HAOAHHs nocmye Oinvwiil Kinvkocmi modeti y Llenmpanonii,
Cxioniti ma Iliedenniii Ykpaini, cniepobimuuky KoHCynvCme cami
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OMPUMYBANY BNAUE HA NIOMPUMKY i€l vu iHUWOT NOTMIMUKU.
Bukopucmosytouu apxiéHi 0okymeHmu ma iHuii nepuiodxicepend,
MUy 6a4uMo, AK NOMbCbKI KOHCYNU CHOYAMKY 3a/y4anucs 00
YKPAIHCOKO-NOMbCOKUX Nepez08opie 3 Numanv mopeiéni, a 32000m
Yy pamkax MixpezioHanvHO20 CcnispobimHUYmMEa NpPonazysanu
6 Ykpaini npoesponeiicoki ma npoHamoscvki Hapamusu. Y ybomy
nnawi lenepanvni KoHCynu 6ucmynanu He nuuie K OUNLOMAMU,
a i sx m’aka cuna Ionvwsi 8 Ykpaini, ix 3anpoutysanu sx excnepmis
HA KoHepeHuil, decmueani, cmyOeHmcoKi OmiMNiadu Moulo,
NOEOHYOUY €801 3YCUMIs 3 OISILHICMIO eMHIYHUX NOMbCOKUX
epomadcvkux opeanizauiti 6 Ykpaini ma ykpaincokux yHisepcumemis.

Knrouosi cnosa: esponeiicvka iHmezpayis, €6poamnaHmu4Ha
inmeepayis, icmopis Ykpainu, MinHapooHi 6i0HOCUHU, NONbCbKO-
YKPAIHCOKT 8I0HOCUHU.

Through war and pain, Ukraine has persevered in her people’s hopes
for joining united Europe, unified in the European Union and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization. The topic of Ukraine’s integration into the
EU and NATO has certainly been a relevant issue for Ukrainian political
science and historic experience, intensifying especially with the new
strategic course for joining the Euro-Atlantic community codified in the
Constitution of Ukraine in 2019. The Republic of Poland, which in 1999
completed an accelerated program of integration into the Alliance, has long
since become a full part of the European Union, and a model of reform and
general foreign political activity for Ukraine.

The importance of Polish experience for Ukraine, and Ukraine’s general
abilities to “understand” said experience through the process of Polish-
Ukrainian relations has thus been of interest to many Ukrainian researches.
Among historians, we can note various trends historiography. A prominent
Euro-Atlanticist from Donetsk, Thor Todorov, researched the topic of
how the Polish experience of reforms was studied and used by Ukrainian
NGOs to help with regional development, particularly in Donetsk region?.
The influence of Poland’s European integration on Ukraine’s top-level
authorities, during the relations between whole governments, specific
ministries etc. was considered by Lesya Aleksiievets, Mykola Aleksiievets

2 Tomopos [.SI. VkpaiHa Ha HUIAXy 10 €BpONEHCHKOI Ta €BPOATIAHTHYHOL

crineHOTH : MOHOTpadis. JJonensk : JorHY, 2006. 268 c.
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and Natalia Chorna’. Interregional contacts were the subject of Natalia
Buglay’s research on the place of Ukraine and Poland in the various stages
of EU’s neighborhood policy*. Important data on economic cooperation
between countries during the early stages of relations were provided by
Bohdan Andrushkiv, Yaroslav Bakushevych®. The analytical approach
to Polish-Ukrainian interregional relations distinguishes thorough
monographic studies of economists Yurii Makohon “Forms and directions
of interregional cross-border cooperation”®, Roman Fedan ‘“Regional
factors of intensification of cross-border cooperation between Poland and
Ukraine™”’.

Contrasting with the previous works on the topic of Polish-Ukrainian
relations, the goal of this paper is to prove the influence of the consular
offices of the Republic of Poland in Ukraine on the implementation of
European and Euro-Atlantic cooperation by regional authorities, local
governments, research institutions and non-governmental organizations.

The following primary sources were used in the disclosure of the above
topic: documents from the State Archives of Vinnytsia Region (DAVO),
articles in the media, Internet resources of non-governmental organizations
of the Polish community in Ukraine, official websites of government
structures. The analyzed archival documentation included statistical
reports, orders from regional authorities, reports from the interregional
cooperation commissions, regional leader’s correspondence with higher
authorities, other regions of Ukraine and voivodeships of Poland, embassies
and consulates of the Republic of Poland, NGOs and business.

3 Auekciesens JI., Anekciesens M., Hopua H. TTosbina: Ha nwisxy go HATO ra

€C. Tepuomnins : Bexrop, 2012. 268 c.

4 bymaii H.M. Tlonbma Ta Ykpaina B eBporneiichkiii nomituui cyciacrsa €C.

Linea. Iemopuuni nayku. @inocogpcoru nayku. [onimuyni nayxu : 36. Hayk. np. Kuis :
Bun-so HITY im. MLII. [Iparomanosa, 2010. Bum. 42. C. 110-118.

> AugpywkiB b., Bakymesud S. Vkpaina i ITombla — €KOHOMIYHI acmeKkTH

criBmpaui. Exonomixa Yrpainu. 2005. Ne 11. C. 82-86.

¢ Maxoron FO.B., Jlnmenko B.M. ®opMbl ¥ HampaBieHUs] MEKPETHOHAIBHOTO
TPAHCTPAHUYHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA : MoHOrpadus. lonerk : FOro-Boctoxk, JIta, 2003. 512 c.

7 ®enaH P. PerioHanpHi hakTopy akTUBI3aLil TpaHCKOPAOHHOT criBparti [Tomnbiri

Ta Ykpainu. JIsBiB : IPJ]l HAH Ykpainn, 2003. 336 c.
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The successes of Polish Consulates General in Ukraine mostly
cover the period after the “Orange Revolution”. However, the political-
economic atmosphere of Polish-Ukrainian relations that allowed for
such influence was established earlier. Consulates first became the go-to
pathway for solving Polish-Ukrainian issues in the 1990s, although some
of the early experiences were far from positive. Archival documents
of the state regional administrations of Ukraine indicate that early on
the introduction of border legislation of the two independent countries
required bilateral regulation to prevent cases of border incidents. There
was almost no control over the protection of railways in the border zone,
trains were attacked by hooligans. Thus, in 1993 there were several attacks
on Ukrainian trains: the assault on the Przemys$l-Lviv and Kyiv—Wroctaw
trains on the Polish side of the border strip was reported in a note to
the Polish consulate by the representative of the President of Ukraine
in Lviv region Serhiy Davymuka. The reaction of the Polish Consul
General in Lviv Henryk Litwin did not satisfy the civil servant, and so
S. Davymuka sent a complaint to the Ambassador of Ukraine to Poland
Hennadiy Udovenko, who raised the issue of attacks on Ukrainian trains
before the Presidents of Ukraine and Poland?®.

However, such unpleasant experiences notwithstanding, the relations
between countries were improving, and the importance of consulates was
rising. The increase in Ukrainian economy at the eve of the century facilitated
new developments. In 2001-2003, Ukraine and Poland signed a number
of bilateral agreements, such as on the exchange of information between
ministries in the field of finance, and on the intergovernmental exchange
of classified information. These documents testify to the achievement of
a high level of trust in the relations between the states. Accordingly, at the
end of the 20™ — early 21 century we can talk about the transformation of
bilateral relations, their achievement of the level of strategic partnership
(Ukraine and Poland have set common goals on the world stage). In
turn, this led to a shift in the economy. According to Ukrainian economic
relations researchers B. Andrushkiv and Ya. Bakushevich, by the beginning
0f 2004 specifically 837 enterprises with Polish investments were registered

8 JlepxaBuwuii apxiB JIbBiBchKOI 06macti. @ P-221. Om. 4. Crip. 77. Apk. 40—45.
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in Ukraine, which was at the time around 8.9% of all enterprises in the
country that received investments from abroad.

According to analytical information provided by regional administrations
at the request of the Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Poland, economic
ties between Ukraine and Poland did not simply “grow without stopping”,
and during the period 1993-2000 they actually decreased or increased
periodically. However, in the year 2000 Poland was the eighth in the list
of investors in the economy of Vinnytsia region, and Polish-Ukrainian
trade accounted for 1.84% of the total foreign trade flow of the region’.
Looking at Vinnytsia region’s archival documents on foreign relations,
we can notice that at the beginning of 2003 a sharp increase in the share
of Poland in the Ukrainian economy — up to 3.2% of total foreign trade
turnover!?. This breakthrough was preceded by the opening of representative
offices of various Vinnytsia region companies in Poland (“NEMIROFF”,
“Podillya OBST”, “Geosystem”, etc.), the creation of “Ukrainian-Polish
ECO-Consortium”. Furthermore, as the archival documents show,
provisions of the “Ukraine’s EU Integration Program in 2003 were
considered implemented by the regional authorities with the assistance from
Polish side, including Sylwester Szostak, the Consul General in Kyiv!'.

As of 2004, the head of the Vinnytsia Regional State Administration
Viktor Kotsemyr reported to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine on the
results of cooperation between the state authorities and local self-government
of the region with Poland. The region’s foreign trade turnover with Poland
continued to grow: in 2003 it amounted to $16.4 million, which was 49.7%
more than in 2002. The regional authorities noted the attraction of Polish
investments worth $636 thousand and the efficient operation of 52 Ukrainian-
Polish enterprises (“Warta”, “Lodvi”, “Sodas”, “Ukraflora-Vinnytsia”).
These successes were noticed by the officials of the Republic of Poland, in
particular the Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Kyiv S. Szostak
and representatives of Polish business. They visited the Fair of Investment

®  JlepxaBHuii apxiB Binauupkoi obnacti (JABO). @ P-6147. Om. 3. Cmp. 419.
Apk. 122-130.

0 JTABO. ® P-6147. Om. 3. Crip. 752. Apk. 69-70.
' JTABO. ® P-6147. Or. 3. Cnip. 753. Apk. 1-4; 36-39.
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Projects “Vinnytsia 2004 and considered areas of cooperation in the field
of investment'?. In order to expand contacts, the Regional Economic Forum
of Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship was held in Vinnytsia, where the success of
investments in the economy of Ukraine was noted'?.

Strengthening contacts between Ukrainian and Polish business,
interregional cooperation led to discussions on the establishment of new
Polish consulates in Ukraine. The development of the network of consulates
in Ukraine in 2007-2010 was initiated by the well-known diplomat Tomasz
Olejniczak, who has been working in diplomatic missions in Ukraine since
1997. The fruitful work of T. Olejniczak to improve the work of consulates
and their dissemination was noted by both the Polish and Ukrainian sides.
In 2015 he received the post of Consul General of the Republic of Poland in
Vinnytsia, and in 2017 the title of “Honorary Doctor of Vasyl’ Stus Donetsk
National University”'*,

Among the issues of economic cooperation between Polish and Ukrainian
regions via the consulates’ support, we should move on to 2005, which the
Polish side declared “The Year of Ukraine in the Republic of Poland”. 2005
was marked by intergovernmental and interdepartmental agreements in
Polish-Ukrainian relations. It was the year of bilateral agreements opened
by the “Agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the
Government of the Republic of Poland on economic cooperation”. The
agreement has become one of the key documents in the history of modern
Ukrainian-Polish relations, which “ensures the proper development of
bilateral cooperation at the level of strategic partnership in the fields of trade,
industry and energy”. An important element of the agreement was the clause
on “development of interregional economic cooperation”. The agreement
was implemented by the Intergovernmental Commission on Economic
Cooperation between Ukraine and the Republic of Poland'®. The commission

2 JTABO. ® P-6147. Om. 3. Crip. 882. Apk 68 — 69.
3 JTABO. ® P-6147. Or. 3. Cnip. 878. Apk. 24-27.

4 TIporokos Ne 8 Bi 28 keitHst 2017 p. 3acinaHHs HATOPOAHOT KOMICii. [Tpuceoenms

38anHa «3acayocenuii npogecop JonHY». JloHeUbKuil HAIlOHATBPHUN YHIBEPCHTET
imeni Bacuist Cryca. Marepianu naropoauoi komicii. Binnuns, 2017. C. 1-8.

15 JTorosipuo-npaBoBa 6a3a mix Ykpainoto ta Ionbiuero. IToconbemeo Yrpainu

6 Pecnyb6niyi Ionswya. URL: http://poland.mfa.gov.ua/ua/ukraine-pl/legal-acts.

16 Vroma mixx Kabinerom MiHicTpiB Ykpainu ta Ypsiaom Pecry6Gmiku ITonbiia npo

EKOHOMIuHe criBpoOITHUITBO. Oiyitinuii gicnuk Yxkpainu. 12 mumas 2006. Ne 26. C. 291.
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set an important goal — to implement the provisions of multi-sectoral
interagency agreements at all levels. The main efforts were aimed at further
strengthening interregional economic cooperation. This is evidenced by the
increase in funding by the regions of Ukraine for joint activities with the
relevant partners-voivodeships of Poland. For example, during 2005-2006
Swigtokrzyskie Voivodeship held joint international conferences, cultural and
economic forums, fairs, cooperation in the field of sports and tourism with the
Ukrainian side under the conditions of joint funding'’.

Another manifestation of the commission's activity was the
implementation of the clause on interregional cooperation by signing
the “Agreement on International — Interregional Cooperation of Donetsk
Region (Ukraine) and Slaskie Voivodeship (the Republic of Poland)”.
According to the document, delegations of representatives of regional
authorities, managers, specialists and experts were exchanged, economic
structures were involved in contacts'®.

The agreement was preceded by long and fruitful cooperation between
Donbas and Silesia during 1998-2005 on local self-government, public
organizations and educational institutions. According to I. Todorov, an important
result of cooperation within the projects was the use in the Donetsk region of
experience and tools for regional development of industrial regions of France
and Germany, which were previously successfully used in Upper Silesia'.

Donetsk-Silesian relations continued during 2005-2015. Donetsk
National University took an active part in the cooperation, exchanging
students with Silesian educational institutions, organizing internships for
teachers in the Republic (with the assistance of the International Renaissance
Foundation and the Institute for Social Research and Political Analysis)®.

Thus, the measures taken to expand trade, economic, scientific and
cultural ties during the “Year of Ukraine in Poland” began a long-term

17 TABO. ® 6200. Om. 1. Crp. 8. Apk. 2—19.

18 Jlorosip mpo MiKHApoOIHE — MiKperioHajJbHE CIIBPOOITHUITBO JIOHEIBKOT

obmacti (Ykpaina) i Cine3skoro BoeBojcTBa (Pecmy6umika IMombmia). Ogiyitinuil éicnux
Vxpainu. 17 tpaBus 2006. Ne 18. C. 139.

1 Tomopos I.5I. VkpaiHa Ha HUISIXy [0 €BPONEHCHKOI Ta €BPOATIAHTHYHOI

cninepHOTH : MOHOTpadis. Jouensk : JJorHY, 2006. C. 226.

20 CraxyBanus y BpoiyiaBcbkoMy YHIBEpPCHUTETI. YwuigepcumemcoKi eicmi.

4 rpymus 2015. Jloneupkuii HamionansHuil yHiBepcuTeT iM. Bacwims Cryca. URL:
https://news.donnu.edu.ua/2015/12/04/stazhuvannya-u-vrotslavskomu-universiteti/.
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cooperation between the governments and individual regions of the two
countries. The positive dynamics of relations can be revealed analyzing
the examples of cooperation on the ground, noted in regional archives.
In addition to the traditional partnerships of the regions established in
Soviet times, the regions of Ukraine began to look for new incarnations of
interregional cooperation. We see these changes on the example of Vinnytsia
region, which has been cooperating with Swigtokrzyskie (formerly Kielce)
voivodeship for decades. However, in 2005-2006, Valeriy Koroviy, Deputy
Head of the Regional State Administration, drew attention to the success of
concrete steps in cooperation with the L.odz, Wielkopolska and Mazowieckie
Voivodeships. The delegations not only attended the celebrations in the
region, but also held consultations with local authorities?'.

After the end of the “Year of Ukraine in Poland” and related events,
the ties of the regions expanded, new acquaintances were formed at the
levels of business, administration, and local government actors. According
to the report of the Vinnytsia Regional Administration on socio-economic
development and external relations of the region in 2006, exports of goods
to Poland increased 2.1 times, reaching 6.3% of total exports of the region.
A new periodic exchange of delegations was organized for consultations on
the implementation of European experience in the region’s economy. As in
the Donetsk region, the practice of internships of representatives of regional
authorities in the Republic of Poland has spread in the Vinnytsia region®.

Consulates General of Poland not only involved various Ukrainian
businesses in joining the European economy, but were also actively
involved in promoting European values, such as celebrating Europe Day
with Ukrainians since 2003. Ukraine has become the only country outside
the EU where this holiday is celebrated at the state level. Polish delegations
joined the opening of Europe Day in Vinnytsia during 2009-2011%.
They attended various economic forums in the region®. In the end, such
cooperation contributed to the official opening of the city’s own Consulate

' JTABO. ® P-6147. On. 3. Cup. 1088. Apk. 1-7.

2 JIABO. ® P-6147. On. 3. Cip. 1299. Apxk. 109-114.
3 JJABO. ® 6200. On. 1. Cnip. 35. Apk. 35.

% JIABO. @ 6200. On. 1. Crip. 34. Apk. 2-4.
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General of the Republic of Poland®. Polish consulates joined Europe Day
celebrations in other cities as well. In Kharkiv, the image of Poland as part of
the European Union was popularized by the Consul General, the activities
of the Ukrainian-Polish cultural and educational center were supported, and
experts in the Polish language were awarded monetary prizes. Cooperation
with Poland was especially taken care of at the O.M. Beketov Kharkiv
National University of Urban Economy?®. For decades, Europe Day was
supported by the Odesa branch of the Adam Mickiewicz Union of Poles in
Ukraine. In cooperation with the Consul General in Odesa, the Union began
public readings in Polish. NGOs held festivals, ceremonial events on the
occasion of public holidays of Ukraine and the Republic of Poland not only
in Odesa, but throughout the southern regions of Ukraine®.

With the assistance of consulates, Ukrainian regional administrations
have established direct contacts with NATO member states for consultations
on Euro-Atlantic integration. With the participation of the Ambassador of the
Republic of Poland to Ukraine Marek Zidtkowski and the Consul General
of the Republic of Poland in Kyiv Sylwester Szostak on August 23, 2005
a conference on “Regional Policy in European Integration” was held with
the section “Ukraine-NATO*. During the conference, delegations from
Swigtokrzyskie, Wielkopolskie, £6dz Voivodeships and NATO countries
(Germany, Hungary, Slovakia) visited Vinnytsia Region. After inspecting
all districts of Vinnytsia Region, the parties agreed on areas of cooperation
for the prospect of Euro-Atlantic integration: attracting investment in
education, law enforcement, and trainings of activists. In response,
a delegation of Ukrainian businessmen, representatives of local self-
government and public organizations visited the capital of Swictokrzyskie
Voivodeship, Kielce. The delegation was headed by the head of the regional

» TABO. @ 6200. Om. 1. Cmp. 46. Apk. 28-32.

% Jlenp €BpOIM Ta BUIIMBAHKHA. XaAPKIGCbKUL HAYIOHALILHULL YHIGEepCUmMem

micvkoeo  eocnodapcmeéa. URL:  https://www.kname.edu.ua/index.php/2710-nenb-
€BPOIIN-Ta-BUIIMBAHKHU.

¥ Ha 3acamax moposyminds Ta cmiBmpami. IToasku Oodeccor. Odecckoe

omoenenue Coroza nonskos um. A. Muyresuua. URL: https://polonia.od.ua/na-3acagax-
MOPO3yMiHHS-Ta-CIIBIIPAILi/.

#  JTABO. @ P-6147. Om. 3. Crp. 1090, Apk. 11-12.
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state administration Oleksandr Dombrovsky and the head of the regional
council Yuriy Ivanov®.

The development of culture and science is also of great importance
for Ukraine’s integration into Europe, and was encouraged by the Polish
Consulates General in areas where it considered the issues of Polish
language in Ukraine. In this context, the interdepartmental Agreement
on Cooperation in the Field of Education 2015 is relevant. Under this
agreement, a joint Advisory Commission on Education of the Ukrainian
National Minority in the Republic of Poland and the Polish Minority in
Ukraine was established®®. The first results of the implementation of the
agreement were reported in December 2015. Yuriy Kononenko, Chairman
of the Commission, reported on the integration of the Polish minority in
Ukraine and the policy of multiculturalism, with students studying various
school subjects in several languages. The meeting summed up the fact that in
2015 for the first time in Ukraine among students of 9—11 grades of general
educational institutions were held competitions in Polish language and
literature®!. The success of the Olympiads was also noted by the Polish side,
among which non-governmental organizations of the Polish community in
Ukraine joined in supporting these events. Acting Chairman of the Board
of the Adam Mickiewicz Union of Poles in Odesa, Tetiana Filippova said
that schoolchildren from all over the South of Ukraine were involved in the
competitions. This was due to the cooperation of NGOs with the Consulate
General, whose consular district covered the cities of Kropyvnytskyi,
Chornomorsk, Mykolaiv, Kherson, and Odesa*2.

% Biuauupbka aejeramis mnoixana o Ilomsmi. 20 xewnun — Hoeunu Binnuyi.

S Bepecus 2005. URL: https://vn.20minut.ua/Groshi/vinnitska-delegatsiya-poyihala-do-
polschi-29168.html.

3% TIpo crBopeHHsi KoHcynbramiiiHOT Komicii 3 muTaHb OCBiTH. Baza Odauux

«3axonooascmeo Yrpainuy / Bepxosna Paga Ykpaian. URL: http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/
rada/show/v0367729-15/paran5#n5.

31 MOH: OcBita Hal[ioOHAJIBHUX MCHILIHMH 3aJHIIAETHCSA OIHUM 13 MPIOPHTETHUX

HanpsMiB AisiibHOCTI MinictepcTBa. / MiHicTepcTBO OocBiTH 1 Hayku Ykpainu. URL:
http://mon.gov.ua/usi-novivni/novini/2015/12/25/novina-24122015-gromadskarada/.

32 Tlomsku Opeccel. URL: https:/polonia.od.ua/na-3acanax-nopo3ymiHHsA-Ta-

criBmpari/.
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An important part of the aforementioned agreement was the involvement
of students from both countries in European mobility programs such as
Erasmus+. Support was also provided by the Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs: Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Vinnytsia T. Olejniczak
helped in the implementation of programs, which was stated as part of the
reason for the awarded title of “Honorary Doctor of Vasyl’ Stus Donetsk
National University”**. The Ukrainian-Polish Council for Youth Exchange
reported throughout the years on the implementation of mobility projects
that have passed the competition and received funding on the website of the
Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine**—*.

Overall, the economic, political, Euro-Atlantic and cultural aspects of
Ukrainian-Polish interregional cooperation during the first decades of the
21% century testifies to the positive role of Polish Consulates General in
encouraging the Ukrainian side to revive integration processes during the
times where integration lacked progress. Namely: expanding economic
contacts of the regions with the business of the EU countries, involvement
in the European cultural community (celebrating Europe Day, culture
festivals), promoting the pro-Atlantic course via both diplomatic and soft
power means, promoting the empowerment of students of both college and
school levels. Furthermore, the work of Polish Consulates General in this
regard was considered to be a positive factor for improving both the Polish-
Ukrainian relations and the support for Ukraine’s European integration
by Ukrainian regional authorities themselves — archival documents on the
events discussed in the article were filed as examples of developments in
pro-EU/NATO policies by the regional administration and the regional
council. Most of the facts were drawn from the examples of Vinnytsia
region, but various materials of the press and Internet resources show the
importance of Polish Consulates General in Kharkiv, Odesa, Donetsk and
other regions of Ukraine throughout the first decades of the 21% century.

33

IMporoxon Ne 8 Bix 28 kBitHs 2017 p. ... C. 7.

3% VKpaiHChKO-TONIBChKi 00MiHM Moo B 2016 poui. / MixictepcTBO Mool

ta copty Ykpaiau. URL: http://dsmsu.gov.ua/index/ua/category/456.

3% VkpaiHChKO-110JIbChbKI 00MiHKM Monoato B 2017 pori. / MiHicTepcTBO MO

Ta ciopTy Ykpainu. URL: http://dsmsu.gov.ua/index/ua/category/484.
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Considering their successful pro-European and pro-Atlantic messaging
in both central and Southern Ukraine, one can hope that the Consulates
General will help Ukrainian universities, NGOs and pro-European
politicians facilitate support for Euro-Atlantic integration in the east of the
country in near future.
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