International scientific conference

Koncrutymii Vipainam B YkpaiHi Ji€ cHcTeMa CyHOiB, a iX IOPHUCIUKITISL
TOIIUPIOEThCS HA OYIb-SIKUH FOPUAMYHHN CIip Ta OyAb-iKe KpUMiHATbHE
00BUHYBaueHHs. Y nepea0daueHnx 3aKOHOM BHIIIKaX CY/U PO3IIISIAI0TH TAKOK
iHIII CTIPaBH.

Mopcbka Oe3leka BKIFOYAE TaKOX 1 JOCTYIT JIO KOPHUCHHUX KOTAIWH Ha
menbGi MOps, a TAaKOXK IHINI pecypcH HEoOXimHI Uit (QYHKIIOHYBaHHS
EHepreTUYHOi CHCTeMH YKpaiHM Ta iHIMMX JepkaB banto-UopHOMOPCHEKOTO
periony. B 3B’513Ky i3 4iM, HEOOXIIHOIO CKJIaI0BOIO 3arajibHOAeP:KaBHOT Oe3MeKH
€ TIPaBOBI Ta IHIII Ji€BI MEXaHI3MH IOCTYITY MPUIOPHOMOPCHKUX Ta OaNTIHCHKUX
JIepIKaB JI0 MOPCBKOTO MPOCTOPY.

TakuM 4HMHOM, B Cy4aCHHX YMOBax MpoOieMa Oe3MeKd € KOMILIEKCHOIO 1
BKJIFOYAE B ce0e HU3KY HAIPsMIB, a 3arajbHOJICPKaBHA Oe3IeKa HAIUYe HU3KY
€JIEMEHTIB, cepe]l AKX MPO0BOJIbYa, CHEPreTHYHA, €KOJIOTIUHa, iH(pOopMalliiiHa,
paBoBa Ta iH. 3abe3neueHns e(h)eKTUBHOI OE3MEKH MOYKIIMBE Yepe3 BU3HAYECHHS
MPaBOBUX 3acaj] Ta peaisallii mporpam Oe3MeKOBHX HAIPSMKIB B JepiKaBax
Banro-HopHOMOPCHKOTO PETIOHY.
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The territory between the Baltic and Black seas has always been at the
intersection for the geopolitical interests of major players as it often acted as some
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kind of a bastion between the West and the East, and that is why very often the
peoples of the said area became victims of the surrounding dominants
(Zhelikhovskyi, 2020). In other words, the transit potential of the Baltic-Black Sea
region, of which Ukraine is an integral part, has often been the reason why various
peoples living throughout the Eurasian mastiff, have used it as an important
connecting link between West and East as well as between North and South,
mainly because of its favorable geopolitical location (Institutedd, 2020). For many
global players, the presence in the Baltic — Black Sea region means control over
Europe (at least over the Eastern part of it) as well as over the Eastern
Mediterranean territories with the access to the strategically important Middle East
(Fedunyak, 2020).

The idea of creating a Baltic-Black Sea Union has a long history, being
expressed in different configurations and on different scales by representatives of
different countries: Latvia, Belarus, Poland, Ukraine, Croatia, etc. for quite a long
time (Kaspars, 2022). Some of the said ideas are still remaining on the paper only,
but another ones have been put into practice with these or those deviations of the
announced goals from the real powers being stated in the founding documents.
The example of the union mentioned above is the idea of Baltic-Black Sea Union
—the means of the foreign policy integration (creation of a coalition, political and
economic union, axis, arc, alliance) of the countries of the Baltic and Black Sea
basins — Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus, Ukraine, etc. — for the
purpose of their cooperation in the economic, military — political, cultural and
other spheres (Klynchenko, & Matiichyk 2003). The illustration of the mentioned
idea, implemented into practice on the 5" of December 2014 in Kyiv, is the
Alliance of the Baltic and Black Sea Nations, which is an international public and
political association of the organizations and parties of Ukraine, Georgia, Belarus,
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia (Ukrainian Opinion, 2014). Another club of
organizations, institutions and enterprises of the countries, located in the Baltic
and Black Sea basins, was organized under the title of the Baltic-Black Sea
Economic Forum for the purpose of the establishing, developing and
strengthening of the business relations between the specified institutions situated
in the mentioned location, as well as cooperation with the other enterprises and
public associations in terms of the joint projects implementation (Baltic-Black Sea
Economic Forum, n.d.). In order to form a new model of the European security
with the aim of joint protection, it was also proposed to create the Baltic-Black
Sea military — political union as none of the countries of Central Europe, be it the
Baltic countries, Bulgaria, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Hungary or the
Czech Republic, has a self-sufficient force of its own to defend itself against a
strong external enemy (Bezsmertnyi, 2019).

As the Baltic-Black Sea region is historically at the crossroads of three
civilizations (Fedunyak, 2020)., its security preservation has long become a vitally
important necessity for all the subjects involved as the region contains
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transportation routes from the West to the East and from the North to the South
and vice versa. The security in one mentioned region does not only influence the
successful economic and political functioning of the said region countries directly,
but the global food security as a whole and the countries’ one situated on the
different continents in particular. As Ukraine takes leading places among the
world’s biggest agricultural products producers and exporters, the unobstructed
passage of its agricultural products exports along the logistic s routes are of vital
significance not only for Ukraine itself, but for many countries around the world
dependent on its agro — products as an ensuring means of food security. That’s
why the Russian blockade of Ukrainian grain exports (it goes about the situation
of 130 cargo ships waiting at the maritime border with Ukraine in Romanian
waters to dock in Odesa and load up on grain in July) is considered to be rather
worrisome for its potential harm to food supplies worldwide (Carafano, 2022). In
order to ease a global food crisis, Moscow and Kyiv had agreed to allow Ukrainian
foodstuff exports via the Black Sea allowing the ships to travel without being
attacked on specific routes from Ukraine to the Bosporus (DW, 2022). The
agreement mentioned above was initially brokered in July by the UN and Ankara
to end Russia’s blockade of Ukraine’s ports following Moscow’s full-scale
invasion of its neighbour in February (Olearchyk, Yackley & Seddon, 2022). The
initiative about the agreement under discussion specifically allows for significant
volumes of commercial food exports from three key Ukrainian ports in the Black
Sea — Odesa, Chornomorsk, Yuzhny (UNO, n.d.). What specific impact the
mentioned agreement had on the cereals exports of Ukraine in the current times,
can be followed in Figure 1.
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Fig. 1. Cereals Exports of Ukraine in 2022, thsd USD
Source: author’s elaboration based on the data from (Ukrstat, 2022)
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According to the data depicted in the figure given above, we can state that the
biggest amount of the cereals exported from Ukraine could be observed in
January, while the smallest one — in April. The dynamics of the cereals exports of
Ukraine in 2022 is downward from the beginning of the analysed period to April
included. The said dynamics changed to the opposite one starting from May,
continuing its upward direction till the end of the time frame under analysis. The
change of the cereals dynamics to the positive one in May and its consequent
increase in the following months can be explained by the fact that special routes
between Ukraine and the EU, the so-called solidarity routes, were opened in May,
and a temporary agreement on the unblocking of cargo ships in the Ukrainian ports
was reached in July (Polska, 2022). It should also be added here, that in August,
«solidarity routes» accounted for 61% of the agricultural products exports from
Ukraine, while the Black Sea Corridor — for 39 % (Polska, 2022).

Though, Russia had threatened to let the agreement lapse, creating a global
grain crisis, if it was not granted full access to global markets for its own food and
fertilizer exports., the said agreement was agreed to be extended a UN-brokered
grain export deal for another 120 days, which, in turn, was praised by the world
leaders as the breakthrough for helping «avoid global food shortages» in the
current crucial times (DW, 2022). So, as it could be seen from the analysis of the
data visualized in the figure given above, the efforts made by all the subjects
involved to extend the Grain Deal by means of the region security insurance had
and is still having a positive impact on the cereals exports amount of Ukraine,
having contributed to the global food security. But, the security in the Baltic —
Black Sea Region is vitally important not only for Ukraine itself, being an
important prerequisite for the development of the European economy as well as
strengthening its defense capability and security (Kaspars, 2022). That’s why all
the efforts possible are required not only from the region subjects, but the whole
world community to preserve security in the Baltic — Black Sea region to ensure
local peace for the countries’ successful functioning as well as providing global
food security.
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