
11 

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND UKRAINE IN THE CONTEXT 

OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR: EXPERT 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

Kalishchuk O. M. 

 

Introduction 

The full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war has significantly changed the 

world and the geopolitical situation, complicating the identification of 

strategic priorities and partners. Let's start with a statement: Ukraine's 

relations with the EU have been undulating, and, accordingly, the 

Ukrainian state's integration model has fluctuated between the 

“Western” and “Eastern” models under the influence of internal and 

external factors. Russia's aggression has only emphasized the 

impossibility of “sitting on two chairs” and the need to make a choice. 

Long before 2022, some prominent politicians and experts warned 

that this issue was a matter of survival for Ukraine. Zbigniew 

Brzezinski openly stated that the condition for Ukraine's existence as an 

independent state was its transformation into a part of Central Europe, 

not Eurasia1. The German politician Edgar Bahr was no less categorical 

in his vision of the situation and warned against it: “In its current interim 

status, Ukraine is unlikely to be able to reaffirm its statehood on its own 

for a long time. This vacuum will probably disappear within the next 

10-15 years... Ukraine will either integrate into the European Union or 

– if not nominally, then de facto – rejoin Russia in an alliance”2. 

Ukrainian scholars also saw Ukraine's entry into the integrated Euro-

Atlantic security space as a guarantee of its establishment as an 

independent state. In their opinion, it is only a matter of time and 

realization of this strategic goal. 

The Russian-Ukrainian war has only emphasized the lack of 

alternatives to this choice and its deeper meaning. The civilizational 

nature of the Russian-Ukrainian war has been pointed out by the expert 

 
1 Бжезінський З. Велика шахівниця. Львів – Івано-Франківськ: Лілея-НВ, 2000. 

С. 121. 
2 Die Europäische Union, Russland und Eurasien: die Rückkehr der Geopolitik 

Winfried Schneider-Deters, Peter W. Schulze, Heinz Timmermann (Hrsg.); mit einem 

Geleitwort von Egon Bahr. Berlin: BWV, Berliner Wissenschafts-Verlag, 2008. 656 p. 
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community since its beginning3. First of all, Ukraine's reluctance to 

fit into the Russian civilizational paradigm, its orientation towards 

pan-European and Euro-Atlantic democratic values, according to Alla 

Kyrydon and Serhiy Troyan, have become the determining motive for 

Russia's latest “crusade” against Ukraine in the political, social, cultural, 

informational, ideological and armed dimensions4. 

As Oleh Kalakura formulated it, for Ukraine, victory in the war is, 

among other things, an opportunity to complete the civilizational 

transition from a post-totalitarian society to a democratic one and from 

Eurasian to Western civilization5. It is no coincidence that experts from 

the former Soviet republics of Central Asia, speaking about Ukraine's 

European integration prospects, among other things, formulated the 

following points: 1) “Ukraine is returning to the European family and 

saying its last “goodbye” to the Soviet-Russian empire”; 2) “the 

country's civilizational uncertainty has ended in favor of the European 

choice”; 3) “a country of European mentality wants to get rid of the 

assessment of annoying partners with imperial ambitions”6. 

According to Oleksandr Reznik, the European integration 

aspirations of Ukrainians have gone from ambivalence to clarity7. 

However, only since 2014 has European integration become a defining 

direction of Ukrainian politics, and since the beginning of Russia's full-

 
3 Детальний аналіз історіографії характеру російсько-української війни (в тому 

числі й цивілізаційного) див.: Галів М., Ільницький В. Характер сучасної росій-

сько-української війни (2014–2023): вітчизняний історіографічний дискурс. 

Проблеми гуманітарних наук: зб. наук. пр. Дрогобицького державного педагогіч-

ного уніиеврситету імені Івана Франка. Історія. 2023. Вип. 13/55. С. 47–73. 
4 Киридон А., Троян С. Цивілізаційна війна 2014–2022: національно-визвольна 

війна України ХХІ століття (теоретичний дискурс). The Russian-Ukrainian War 

(2014–2022): historical, political, cultural-educational, religious, economic and legal 

aspects: Scientific monograph. Riga, Latvia: “Baltija Publishing”, 2022. P. 523–534. 
5 Калакура О. Етнополітичні дослідження системи наукового осмислення уроків 

війни російської федерації проти України. Наука і освіта в умовах російсько-

української війни: виклики та завдання в контексті національної безпеки. Том ІІ. 

/ Ред.: В. Ільницький, М. Галів. Київ – Дрогобич – Львів – Переяслав – Ужгород 

– Запоріжжя: Видавничий дім “Гельветика”, 2024. С. 236. 
6 Кармазіна М., Бевз Т., Ротар Л., Нападиста В. Виклики й інтеграційні перспек-

тиви України в контексті російської агресії в Криму та Донбасі: аналіз оцінок 

зарубіжних аналітиків і експертів. Київ: ІПіЕНД ім. і. Ф. Кураса НАН України, 

2017. С. 175. 
7 Резнік О. Євроінтеграційні прагнення українці: від амбівалентності до увираз-

нення. URL: https://dif.org.ua/article/evrointegratsiyni-pragnennya-ukraintsiv-vid-

ambivalentnosti-do-uviraznennya 

https://dif.org.ua/article/evrointegratsiyni-pragnennya-ukraintsiv-vid-ambivalentnosti-do-uviraznennya
https://dif.org.ua/article/evrointegratsiyni-pragnennya-ukraintsiv-vid-ambivalentnosti-do-uviraznennya
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scale invasion on February 24, 2022, it has become a priority, the only 

possible and inevitable way of Ukraine's further development. Analysts 

emphasize that European integration has become Ukraine's geopolitical 

choice, enshrined in the Constitution and the National Security Concept 

since 2015 and in the Foreign Policy Strategy 2021 since 2021. The war 

has intensified and proved the readiness of Ukrainians to defend the 

European path of development and strengthened public support for the 

movement towards the EU. 

 
One way or another, European values have become a factor in 

consolidating Ukrainian society in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian 

war8. Moreover, in a broader sense, some of the participants in the 

scientific discourse speak of the European integration process as a 

component of the Ukrainian national idea9. 

At the same time, experts point out that this tectonic shift is being 

observed not only in Ukraine, but also in European countries (and in a 

short time): “The Revolution of Dignity did not lead, for example, to 

the formation of a more ambitious EU strategy for Ukraine. Let me 

remind you that both the Association Agreement and the Visa 

Liberalization Action Plan were signed before the Revolution of 

 
8 Калінічева Г. Європейські цінності як чинник консолідації українського суспі-

льства в умовах російсько-української війни. Європейські історичні студії. 2024. 

№ 28. С. 84–102. 
9 Тодоров І. Я. Євроатлантична інтеграція України. Історія та сучасність: 

навч. посібн. Ужгород: ТОВ “РІК-У”, 2022. С. 10. 
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Dignity. This crossing of the barrier from neighborhood – third 

country, neighbor, partner – to family member, family member, 

changed literally within the months of 2022. Of course, we can say that 

this did not appear on an empty moon, that it had been prepared for 

years and decades, but it happened then, in this period between the end 

of February and June 2022”10. The fact is that the Russian-Ukrainian 

war has significantly changed approaches to security issues on the 

European continent (it is no coincidence that it was rightly called the 

“European war” )11. 

 

1. European integration as a factor in the Russian-Ukrainian war 

Experts agree that the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war that began 

on February 24, 2022, was actually aimed at making European 

integration impossible12. The situation became more than obvious 

when, under pressure from Russia, Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, 

through the Maidan and the expression of their will, began to fight for 

their independence13. “The insidious full-scale armed aggression of the 

Russian Federation against Ukraine, which began on February 24, 2022, 

was caused, in addition to the manic, senseless and unrealistic intention 

of the Kremlin leadership to take revenge and revive Russia's imperial 

status after the collapse and disintegration of the USSR, by Ukraine's 

European choice, the consistent course of the Ukrainian authorities 

towards European and Euro-Atlantic integration, supported by the vast 

 
10 Заремко К. Від країни-невидимки до топ-пріоритету ЄС: еволюція відносин 

України та ЄС очима експертів. URL: https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&-

rct=j&sa=U&url=https://neweurope.org.ua/uk/analytics/vid-krayiny-nevydymky-do-

top-priorytetu-yes-evolyutsiya-vidnosyn-ukrayiny-ta-yes-ochyma-ekspertiv/&ved=2a-

hUKEwjyyaCCmoGKAxUOh_0HHacRELoQFnoECAQQAg&usg=AOvVaw2-wbo-

CaZAWnlwe5MabAePj 
11 Peace in Ukraine I: A European War. Europe Report No 256. April 2020. Interna-

tional Crisis Group. 30 p. URL: https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&r-

ct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukrai-

ne/256-peace-ukraine-i-european-war 
12 Віннічук О. В., Маркітантов В. Ю., Чабанов В. Г. Російська агресія як чинник 

європейської інтеграції України. Політикус: науковий журнал. 2022. Вип. 4–2. 

С. 26. 
13 Мустафазаде Парвана Тельман. Позиція Азербайджану в російсько-

українській війні. The Russian-Ukrainian war (2014–2022): historical, political, 

cultural-educational, religious, economic and legal aspects: Scientific monograph. 

Riga, Latvia: “Baltija Publishing”, 2022. С. 1007. 
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majority of Ukrainian citizens”14. For Russia, the so-called “special 

operation” is interpreted as “self-defense” against Ukraine's potential 

European integration and accession to NATO. It is Kyiv's European 

integration drift away from Moscow's zone of “privileged interests” 

that is identified as the main reason for the Russian-Ukrainian war15. 

The Polish researcher Czesław Partacz (known for his far from pro-

Ukrainian views) proceeded from the same hypothesis when he stated 

that Russia considers the intensification of Ukraine's steps towards 

integration with Western structures as a direct threat to its sphere of 

influence16. Obviously, this is not the only explanation for the motives 

of Russia's actions (after all, any historical processes always have a 

whole range of reasons). Researchers point out that the Russian-

Ukrainian war, which began in 2014, is not the first undisguised neo-

colonial war of Russia. It was preceded, in particular, by two Chechen 

wars and the short-lived Russian-Georgian war of August 7-12, 2008, 

the lessons of which, unfortunately, Kyiv has not learned. A 

comparison by researchers of at least some aspects of the Russian-

Georgian and Russian-Ukrainian wars shows that Russia initiated both 

wars precisely to prevent NATO and the EU from expanding to 

Eastern Europe and entering its sphere of interests – Georgia and 

Ukraine17. 

According to some experts, the ambiguity of the Europeans' position 

(Ukraine, which made its choice in favor of Euro-Atlantic integration 

in 2014, was kept on the doorstep of the EU and NATO for a long 

time) finally convinced the Russian dictator that in the event of a 

military invasion of Ukraine, the collective West would not provide 

 
14 Віднянський С. Україна – Європейський Союз: новий етап взаємовідносин в 

умовах російсько-української війни 2014–2022 рр. Міжнародні зв’язки України: 

наукові пошуки і знахідки: міжвід. зб. наук. пр. 2022. Вип. 31. С. 10. 
15 Пашков М. Російсько-український конфлікт: фактор відчуження. Агора: Росій-

сько-українські відносини: від травм та конфліктів до примирення та співучас-

ті. 2015. Вип. 15. С. 22. 
16 Partacz Cz. Historyczno-polityczne przyczyny wojny rosyjsko-ukraińskiej 2022. 

Symbolas Europaeae. Studia Humanistyczne Politechniki Koszalińskiej (2021–2023). 

2024. Nr 16. S. 115. 
17 Тишкун Ю. Я., Процько Д. А. Російсько-українська війна в призмі сучасних 

критичних подій міжнародних теорій міжнародних відносин. Політичне життя 

– Political Life. 2022. № 2. С. 52. 
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support/assistance18. At the same time, according to some researchers, 

Ukraine's accession to NATO, full integration into the EU structures, 

further development of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and strengthening 

of the economy – for the next decade – is the only correct response to 

the potential threat that will continue to arise from Russia19 and the key 

to post-war recovery20. In the context of the decisions of the European 

Parliament and the European Commission on possible EU 

membership21, it seems most likely that this is the constructivists' 

vision of Ukraine's membership in European structures as a way/way 

to resolve the Russian-Ukrainian war22. 

 

2. The impact of the Russian-Ukrainian war on Ukraine's acces-

sion to the EU 

Timothy Snyder, emphasizing the global and historical dimension 

of the conflict, not accidentally noted: “This war is about the assertion 

of principles in the twenty-first century and the possibility of a 

democratic future”23. This, in turn, opened a moral and geopolitical 

“window of opportunity” for Ukraine24. Resisting large-scale armed 

Russian aggression, suffering huge human, financial and economic 

losses, the country has gained the status of an EU candidate, continues 

 
18 Киридон А., Троян С. Метапростори російсько-української війни в причинно-

наслідкоаій парадигмі. Російсько-українська війна. Енциклопедичний глосарій / 

Упорядники: А. Киридон, А. Іваненко; за заг. ред. А. Киридон. Київ: Державна 

наукова установа “Енциклопедичне видавництво”, 2024. Вип. 1. С. 78. 
19 Козловець М. А. Вплив російсько-української війни на світовий порядок. Ук-

раїна в умовах формування нового світового порядку: зб. матеріалів XXXV Хар-

ків. політ. читань (м. Харків, 28 квітня 2023 р.) ю М-во освіти і науки України, 

Нац. юр. ун-т ім. Ярослава Мудрого; Харків. Асоц. Політологів. Харків: Право, 

2023. С. 24. 
20 Гришко В. І., Киричук Б. С. Євроінтеґрація як запорука післявоєнного віднов-

лен-ня України: актуальні проблеми та перспективи розвитку. Південноукраїнсь-

кий правничий часопис. 2022. № 4. Ч. 1. С. 30–36. 
21 Sydorenko S. Ukraine’s Road to Candidacy: Details of the Commission Plan to 

Move Ukraine Closer to the UE. URL: 
22 Opoka I. International Approaches to the Crisis in Ukraine. Polish Journal of Politi-

cal Sciences. Warsaw 2016. Vol. 2. Issue 2. P. 73, 96. 
23Snyder T. Ukraine Holds the Future. The War Between Democracy and Nihilism. 

Foreign Affairs. 2022. September – October. URL: https://www.foreigna-

ffairs.com/ukrai-ne/ukraine-war-democracy-nihilism-timothy-snyder 
24 Ukraine’s possible EU accession and its consequences. Stifung Wissenshaft und 

Politik (SWP). URL: https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/ukraines-possible-eu-

accession-nad-its-cousequences#publication-article-60s 
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European integration in various areas, deepens its partnership with the 

EU, implements the recommendations of the European Commission 

and implements the provisions of the Association Agreement. 

Experts point out that the war had both positive and negative effects 

on European integration processes: “Russia's military intervention 

accelerated European integration processes in our country, helped unite 

the nation, strengthened the solidarity of Ukraine and the EU, and 

consolidated the EU countries in jointly opposing the Kremlin's 

aggression. A new quality of relations between Kyiv and Brussels has 

emerged, which includes Ukraine's candidate status for EU 

membership, a high level of trust and unprecedented intensity of 

mutual contacts, and liberalization of trade and economic 

cooperation. At the same time, Russia's expansion has negatively 

affected and slowed down Ukraine's European integration, which 

suffered huge human and economic losses during the war and has to 

focus significant resources on countering Russian intervention. Under 

the current circumstances, political support, and military, financial, and 

humanitarian assistance from the EU countries are critically important 

for Ukraine. The EU's sanctions policy, coordinated with other 

countries, is also an effective tool for countering the aggressor 

country”, says Pashkov. 

According to researchers, the experience of Ukraine's “military” 

European integration (for the first time since the EU's existence) has no 

analogues25. The precedent of granting Ukraine (as well as Moldova) 

the status of an EU candidate before the fulfillment of predefined 

conditions and the country's readiness to move to the next level of 

integration is a unique phenomenon in European politics26. One way or 

another, experts are convinced that the pace of progress on the 

European path – from applying (February 2022) to obtaining the 

candidate status (June 2022) and including Ukraine in the Enlargement 

 
25 Стоян Є. О., Артеменко К. С., Пишенкова. Санкційна відповідь ЄС на повно-

масштабну війну в Україні (політико-правовий аспект). Юридичний науковий 

електронний журнал. 2023. № 4. С. 736. 
26 Близняк О., Риков А. Процес євроінтеграції України в умовах повномасштаб-

ної російсько-української війни: проблеми та перспективи. Міжнародні відноси-

ни, суспільні комунікації та регіональні студії. 2023. № 2 (16). С. 123. 
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Package for 2023 – is recognized as unprecedented in the history of the 

European Union27. 

For example, analysts point out that the procedure for joining the 

European Community is clearly regulated and there have been no 

precedents for EU enlargement under the “fast-track procedure” (and 

the concept itself appeared only after Ukraine applied for 

membership)28. In this context, it is reasonable to conclude that the rapid 

process of Ukraine's acquisition of the EU candidate status is primarily 

a reflection of the political will to become a “full-fledged” part of 

Europe. in the context of our discussion, the submission of the EU 

membership application four days after the start of Russia's full-scale 

invasion of Ukraine should be considered a symbolic gesture. 

Ukrainian and foreign analysts, when analyzing the prospects of 

Ukraine's European integration in the context of war, mainly 

distinguish three possible scenarios29. The first scenario is “positive” or 

“optimistic”: Ukraine's membership in the EU in the short term 

(negotiations will be successfully completed in 4-5 years, and by 2030 

Ukraine will become a full-fledged member of the European Union 

with all the benefits of the common market and legal framework). This 

vision was expressed, for example, by international relations analyst 

and author of the Foreign Policy channel Marcin Kusmerczyk: 

“Changes in the EU are taking place before our eyes, and the prospect 

of Ukraine joining the European community should not be so distant in 

time”30. The second scenario is “negative” or “pessimistic”: will the 

EU live to see Ukraine join it? (Accession negotiations do not start and 

 
27 Марчук В. Європейська інтеграція України: політичний і безпековий виміри. 

Вісник Прикарпатського університету. Серія: Політологія. Вип. 17. С. 111. 
28 Макаренко Н. А. Нові перспективи вступу України до Європейського Союзу: 

вплив російсько-української війни 2022 року на євроінтеграцію. Аналітично-

порівняльне правознавство: електронне наукове видання. 2022. № 1. С. 369. 
29 Романюк Н. Перспективи європейської інтеграції України в умовах агресії 

Росії. Європейська інтеграція України в умовах війни Росії проти України: роль 

академічних та громадських спільнот: зб. матеріалів Міжнародної наук.-практ. 

конф. (м. Рівне, 9 листопада 2023 р.). Київ: Українська Асоціація Викладачів і 

Дослідників Європейської інтеграції, 2023. С. 30–31; Lang J. Jak zakończyć wojnę 

na Ukrainie? Scenariusze zakończenia konfliktu / redakcje Jacek Płaza. Kraków: 

Centrum Analiz Klubu Jagiellońskiego, 2023. 65 s. (Raport 07/2023). 
30 Publicyści i analitycy o wejściu Ukrainy do UE i NATO: to duże wyzwanie dla 

Polski. Polska Agencja Prasowa. 24.09.2024. URL: 

https://www.pap.pl/mediaroom/publicysci-i-analitycy-o-wejsciu-ukrainy-do-ue-i-nato-

duze-wyzwanie-dla-polski 
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Ukraine remains in the status of an EU candidate for several decades). 

The third scenario is “realistic” or “neutral”: Ukraine's membership in 

the EU is a long-term prospect (Ukraine will start accession 

negotiations after the war ends (or is “frozen”), in the second half of the 

2020s the EU will provide financial assistance to Ukraine for reforms, 

monitor compliance with the Copenhagen criteria; the process of 

ratification of the accession agreement will take several years and 

Ukraine will become an EU member after 2035). It was the extreme 

option that German Foreign Minister Annalena Burbock31 and 

Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša32 once spoke about. For example, 

Igar Tyshkevych of the Ukrainian Institute for the Future described 

seven possible scenarios – from the most incredible to quite realistic 

and possible to implement in the near future (the black swan scenario 

for the Russian political system; defeat of Ukraine; “1991 border” or 

complete defeat of Russia; “freeze” scenario; “Minsk-3”; “38th 

parallel”; tactical defeat of Russia), two of which he considers the best 

of the real ones for Ukraine33. 

At the same time, analysts (such as Józef Lang) have identified 

factors that play a role in which of these scenarios will be realized: The 

ability of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to effectively counter the 

Russian army and regain control over the occupied Ukrainian 

territories; the duration of military and financial assistance from the 

West, which is crucial to support Ukrainian military efforts; the 

internal situation in Russia – the problem of internal stability and 

unpredictability, as evidenced by the attempted coup d'état by the 

Wagner PMC in July 202334. 

At the same time, analysts emphasize and warn that obtaining the 

status of a candidate for accession to the European Union is only the 

beginning of a long process. That is why experts see obtaining 

 
31 Politico. Germany tells Ukraine ‘no shortcut to EU membership as Baerbock meets 

Zelenskyy. URL: https://www.politico.eu/article/annalena-baerbock-no-shortcut-ukrai-

nian-eu-membership 
32 Premier Slovenii: ye krainy, yaki khotily b lyshyty v “zali ochikuvannia” YeS. 2022. 

URL: https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/news/2022/05/31/7140339/ 
33 Тишкевич І. Сценарії завершення війни. 2023. URL: https://uifuture.org/publi-

cations/sczenariyi-zavershennya-vijny-v-uif-prezentuvaly-dopovid-shhodo-togo-koly-

ta-za-yakyh-umov-v-ukrayini-mozhlyve-zavershennya-vijny/ 
34 Lang J. Jak zakończyć wojnę na Ukrainie? Scenariusze zakończenia konfliktu / 

redakcje Jacek Płaza. Kraków: Centrum Analiz Klubu Jagiellońskiego, 2023. 65 s. 

(Raport 07/2023). 
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candidate status as a challenge. Summarizing the year 2022, the 

Razumkov Center experts highlight the following points: 1) political, 

diplomatic, financial, economic, and human resources are being 

mobilized to counter Russian intervention in order to ensure a strong 

military contingent on the Ukrainian-Russian front and increase 

funding. This, in turn, affects human and financial resources for 

European integration; 2) the war has slowed down reforms under the 

EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. The need to adapt European 

norms to the conditions of martial law and warfare; 3) the war has 

affected the level of interest and activity of business partners in 

cooperation with Ukraine and vice versa; 4) the war has turned 

Ukraine into a long-term recipient of international assistance 

(therefore, European integration is being considered in the context of 

military, financial and economic support for Ukraine and the 

restoration of the post-war period)35. In their opinion, only a successful 

implementation of reforms in Ukraine is a key factor for further 

progress in the European integration process, which includes reforms in 

the field of justice, the fight against corruption, the improvement of 

public administration, and the development of democratic 

institutions36. 

An expert assessment of Ukraine's progress in fulfilling the seven 

requirements set by the European Commission is important. As of 

August 2022, the New Europe Center assessed Ukraine's progress in 

implementing reforms at 4.4 points out of 1037. Given the time that has 

passed since the publication of these conditions and the moment of this 

verification, Ukraine has made good progress in some aspects of its 

tasks. In particular, in the areas of HCJ and HQCJ reform (7 points), 

anti-corruption (6 points), and media legislation (6 points). Several 

other areas were rated at 5 points. However, as of November 2022, the 

progress in implementing reforms was rated at 4.7 points out of 10. In 

particular, changes have occurred only in the areas of reforming the 

 
35 Євроінтеграція в умовах війни: виклики і перспективи. 2022. URL: 

https://razum-kov.org.ua/images/2022/12/28/2022-MATRA-IV-KVARTAL-7.pdf 
36 Дір І. Ю. Євроінтеграція України на сучасному етапі: виклики і перспективи. 

2022. URL: 
37 Центр “Нова Європа”. Кандидат Check–1: де Україна перебуває у виконанні 

семи рекомендацій ЄС щодо кандидатства. 2022. URL: 

https://neweurope.org.ua/visual-materials/kandydat-check-de-ukrayina-perebuvaye-u-

vykonanni-semy-rekomendatsij-yes-shhodo-kandydatstva/ 
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Constitutional Court: from 0 to 3, and reforming the HCJ and the HQCJ: 

from 7 points to 638. The assessments of the reform progress as of the 

end of January – beginning of February 2023 looked like this: 5.8 

points out of 10; the most noticeable progress was made, in particular, 

in media legislation - 9 (6 points), legislation on national minorities – 8 

points (5 points), reform of the HCJ and HQCJ – 7 (6 points), etc39. One 

way or another, the success of Ukraine's progress on the path to 

European integration depends on constant and professional monitoring 

of the fulfillment of the requirements set for Kyiv and the development 

of recommendations for their effective implementation by experts. 

 

3. Consequences of the Russian-Ukrainian war for the EU coun-

tries 

The Russian-Ukrainian war has become a challenge not only for 

Ukraine but also for the EU. According to experts, Ukraine has 

become a kind of test of the West's, and especially Europe's, 

readiness to find and realize its civilizational mission again by 

formulating an active foreign policy. 

It is necessary to recall the well-known prediction of Jean Monnet, 

who stated that “Europe will be forged in crisis” and a number of 

decisions will be made at that time40. He believed that the development 

of regional integration would be the best response to the challenges 

and problems that would arise. It is from this perspective that the 

consequences of Russian aggression should be considered. We cannot 

ignore the opinions of those scholars who study the theory of European 

integration and point out that security threats are unlikely to accelerate 

state-building trends in the EU. “War can equally cause a lack of unity 

and conflict, revealing asymmetries that usually seem politically 

insignificant and inconsequential”41. One way or another, the question 

of whether Russia's war with Ukraine will strengthen or weaken the 

European Union turned out to be far from rhetorical for European 

 
38 Там само. 
39 Там само. 
40 Monnet J. Memoirs. London: Colluns, 1978. P. 417; Монне Ж. Спогади. Харків: 

Вид-во “Фоліо”, 2017. 
41 Gendhel P., Leek L., Weyns J. War and Integration The Russian Attack on Ukraine 

and the Institutional Development of the EU. Journal of European Integration. 2023. 

T. 45. No 3. P. 356. 
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experts42. Lukasz Kulaga drew attention to the war in Ukraine as a kind 

of “test” for the EU, its impact on the functioning of the entire 

integration project, the increasing importance of or eventual reference 

to the concept of stability in EU law43. 

It is noteworthy that since the beginning of the large-scale invasion, 

Western analysts and politicians have primarily discussed what the 

West can do for Ukraine without worsening relations with Russia. 

Olha Brusylovska44 drew attention first to the discussion between 

Luciana Alexandra Gica and Azuolas Bagdonas. While the former 

emphasized the absence of legal grounds for military intervention in 

support of Ukraine, the latter's initial position, on the contrary, was the 

need for each country to assist Ukraine in the event of unprovoked 

aggression. In any case, an analysis of the EU's foreign policy allows 

us to see its radical transformation: from cautious actions against 

Russia and continued cooperation in strategic areas (in particular, 

energy) to the imposition of tough sanctions on the most profitable 

sectors of the Russian economy (defense, energy, transportation) and 

complicated access to international finance45, which has been the 

subject of a separate discussion46. Currently, analysts identify 

several main areas of official Brussels' involvement in the 

settlement of the Russian-Ukrainian war: diplomatic steps to resolve 

the conflict, the imposition of sanctions, and the provision of all kinds 

of support (financial, military, humanitarian) to Ukraine in this 

confrontation47. And each of them is important. 

 
42 Czachór Z. Czy wojna Rosji z Ukrainą wzmocni czy osłabi Unię Europejską? 

Neofunkcjonalizm versus neorealizm – zderzenie perspektyw i ujęć. Studia Polityczne. 

2024. T. 52. Nr 1. S. 119–133. 
43Kułaga Ł. Wpływ wojny na Ukrainie na budowanie odporności Unii Europejskiej. 

Zeszyty Prawnicze. 2024. Nr 24/2. S. 58. 
44 Брусиловська О. І. Російсько-українська війна: попередні уроки для ЄС та 

сценарії майбутнього. Політикус: науковий журнал. 2022. Вип. 1–2. С. 17. 
45 Горюнова Є. О. Зовнішня політика ЄС щодо російсько-української війни 

(2014–2022 рр.). Політикус. 2022. Вип. 4. С. 49. 
46 Стоян Є. О., Артеменко К. С., Пишенкова О. В. Санкційна відповідь ЄС на 

повномасштабну війну в Україні (політико-правовий аспект). Юридичний науко-

вий електронний журнал. 2023. № 4. С. 735–738. 
47 Романюк Н. Перспективи європейської інтеграції України в умовах агресії 

Росії. Європейська інтеграція України в умовах війни Росії проти України: роль 

академічних та громадських спільнот: зб. матеріалів Міжнародної наук.-практ. 

конф. (м. Рівне, 9 листопада 2023 р.). Київ: Українська Асоціація Викладачів і 

Дослідників Європейської інтеграції, 2023. С. 27. 
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In any case, we can talk about a change in the European 

geostrategic paradigm and the role of the war in Ukraine in this 

process. Moreover, researchers point to transformational changes in the 

security policy (primarily in the political and legal sphere) of the Baltic 

states after February 24, 202248. 

The expert community understands European integration as a 

mutually beneficial movement towards each other. In early 2023, 

Wojciech Kopczuk, a professor at Columbia University, wrote: “We 

owe 40 million Ukrainians a chance to develop their country and move 

closer to the EU... The assistance of Western democracies to Ukraine 

in its current struggle and on its way to the EU will, on the one hand, 

positively affect the fate of 40 million Ukrainians, and on the other 

hand, make Europe richer and stronger in terms of security”49. 

Experts pointed out that support for Ukraine's European integration 

is uneven and depends on the location of the countries – high support 

among neighboring countries decreases with further distance from the 

EU's eastern borders. Oksana Kalishchuk50, Mykola Romanov51, Olha 

Sukhobokova52, and others have drawn attention to the unprecedented 

political, humanitarian, and military assistance of Poland and the Baltic 

states, its reasons, and changes in their security programs. Among the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans with 

the most pro-Russian position, the expert community singles out 

Hungary and Serbia, pointing to the regularity of conflicts between 

 
48 Москалюк М. Ф. Безпекова політика в умовах російсько-української війни. 

Регіональні студії. 2024. № 37. С. 58–62. 
49 Kopczuk W. Ukraine deserves what others of us in Eastern Europe got – the EU. 

Supporting Ukraine: More critical than ever. Edited by Yuriy Gorodnichenko and 

Vladyslav Rashkovan. London: CEPR Press, 2023. P. 126. 
50 Каліщук О. М. Україна і Литва – Латвія – Естонія: російський контекст. e 

Russian-Ukrainian War (2014–2022): historical, cultural-education, religious, eco-

nomic and legal aspects: Scientific monograph. Riga, Latvia: Baltija Publishing, 2022. 

P. 508–514. 
51 Романов М. Який контррозвідувальний режим необхідний прибалтійським 

країнам на Східної Європи на період збройної агресії проти України. EU-NATO 

and the Ukrainian Status-QUO: Panel discussion (Ostroh, March 5, 2024) / Ed. Olha 

Balatska, Eduard Balashov, Anatoliy Khudoliy. Ostroh: Publishing House of the Na-

tional University of Ostroh Academy, 2024. P. 62–67. 
52 Сухобокова О. О. Політична та військова допомога країн Балтії у перші місяці 

повномасштабної російсько-української війни. The Russian-Ukrainian War (2014–

2022): historical, cultural-education, religious, economic and legal aspects: Scientific 

monograph. Riga, Latvia: Baltija Publishing, 2022. P. 661–670. 
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Kyiv and Budapest and Zagreb53. Researchers seek to explain the 

reasons for this geographical division and identify the following 

factors. First, Ukraine's neighboring countries are more 

interdependent: they have more economic, cultural, and historical ties 

than the rest of the countries, and thus are more dependent on each 

other for economic and social stability. Second, security: as countries 

have integrated into the European Union, their national borders have 

become European borders, which means new investments in border 

infrastructure and personnel, and obviously the costs of protecting 

European borders. A new member state in the east draws this border 

back and creates a security zone between the interior and exterior for 

these old member states. Thirdly, influence: the accession of new 

countries in the east automatically means a shift in the center of 

political gravity, shifting it exactly to the east. For Ukraine, this gives 

it strong allies on its western borders, despite the opposition of such 

geopolitical players as France and Germany54. 

 

4. Attempts to outline prospects 

One of the most pressing and important questions facing the expert 

community is the prospects of Ukraine's entry into European and Euro-

Atlantic structures. Before the large-scale invasion, European prospects 

were assessed as rather illusory. There were different reasons for this. 

Expressing their belief in the complexity and contradictions of 

Ukraine's European integration path, Oleksandr Vlasiuk and Serhiy 

Kononenko mentioned the difficult experience of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK's accession to the EU 

was twice suspended by France through a veto, which expressed doubt 

about its loyalty to the European community) and Spain (lasting more 

than twenty years)55. 

 
53Рік війни за свободу: Воєнно-історичний нарис російсько-української війни 

(24. 02. 2022 – 24. 02. 2023) у чотирьох книгах. Книга ІІІ / Міністерство оборони 

України, Апарат Головнокомандувача Збройних Сил України, Генеральний штаб 

Збройних Сил України та Центр досліджень воєнної історії Збройних Сил Украї-

ни. Київ: Видавництво Ліра-К, 2023. С. 13–14. 
54 Тимощук О. Г. Вплив російсько-української війни на євроінтеграційні процеси 

в контексті набуття Україною статусу кандидата в члени ЄС: міжнародно-

правовий аспект. Південноукраїнський правничий часопис. 2022. Т. 4. Ч. 3. С. 81–

86. 
55 Власюк О. С., Кононенко С.В. Кремлівська агресія проти України: роздуми в 

контекстівійни. Київ: НІСД, 2017. С. 155. 
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In the context of a full-scale war in Ukraine and against the 

background of Ukraine's application for EU membership, a number of 

challenges for European integration are emerging. Identifying the main 

problems on the European integration path is a crucial applied task for 

the expert community. It should be understood that these challenges 

may change depending on the domestic and foreign policy situation. 

Today, they look like this. 

 

 
European integration in the context of war (after O. Krasivsky)56 

 

Overcoming them requires coordination of efforts at both the 

national and international levels, in particular by the EU and other 

international organizations. 

It seems crucial for Ukraine to convince the EU member states of 

the mutual benefits of the integration process with the help of the expert 

community. As, for example, Professor Basil Calimon of Western 

 
56 Красівський О. Виклики перед Україною на шляху до європейської інтеграції в 

умовах війни. Європейська інтеграція таттрансформація публічного врядуван-

ня в Україні: матеріали наук.-практ. конф. (м. Львів, 19 квітня 2024 р.) / упорядн.: 

Буник М. З., Бліщук К. М., Федорчак О. В., Худоба О. В. Львів: НУ “Львівська 

політехніка”, 2024. С. 155. 
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University (Canada) has already done when he spoke of a democratic 

Ukraine as a prize for his partners, focusing on the economic reasons 

for the need for support (mineral and energy resources, agricultural 

land, human capital, oil and gas pipelines, and storage facilities, power 

plants, etc.)57. Therefore, analyzing the readiness and challenges for the 

Ukrainian agricultural sector to join the EU is not so much a theoretical 

task as a practical one (after all, the recent grain crisis between Kyiv 

and Warsaw already in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war 

revealed the non-rhetorical nature of these challenges). 

Ukraine's homework should be to get rid of the “European 

sentiment” – the illusion that European and Euro-Atlantic integration 

will solve problems within the country overnight. Both government 

agencies and society need to understand that, like any other 

phenomenon, joining the EU has both advantages (security, improved 

infrastructure, European subsidies, fighting corruption, etc.) and 

disadvantages (outflow of young people (against the background of 

already tectonic migration processes), risk of deindustrialization, 

bureaucratization, etc.). A full and objective assessment of the 

complexities and risks and their understanding depends on the expert 

community 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The complicated current international situation and the Russian-

Ukrainian war further encourage scholars to understand the trends and 

priorities of Ukraine-EU cooperation in order to actually identify ways 

to optimize the implementation of Ukraine's European course. The 

expert community is convinced that Ukraine's European integration 

case is exceptional. The authors who spoke about the reasons for the 

large-scale invasion in February 2022 interpret it as an attempt to 

revise the security situation in Europe after 1989 and point out that it is 

not only an attempt to achieve Ukraine's vassalage like Belarus, but 

also to signal rejection of the possibility of further EU and NATO 

expansion to the east. Analysts agree that the consequences of the full-

scale Russian- Ukrainian war are mutually exclusive: on the one hand, 

it has caused and continues to cause irreparable losses to Ukraine and 

 
57 Kalymon B. Why the West should help Ukraine win: The economic arguments. 

Supporting Ukraine: More critical than ever / Edited by Yurij Gorodnichenko and 

Vladyslav Rashkovan. CEPR Press, 2023. P. 121–124. 
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Ukrainian society, and on the other hand, contrary to Russia's goals, it 

has stimulated and made the European vector of development 

unavoidable. Resisting Russia's armed aggression, Ukraine was 

granted the status of an EU candidate and deepened its cooperation 

with the EU countries. As a result of the full-scale war, Ukraine has 

found itself in a new role as the “frontline” of democratic Europe's 

defense struggle against Russian imperial aggression. At the same time, 

experts’ opinions demonstrate the bilateral nature of the European 

integration process. That is why Myroslav Marynovych identified two 

factors that will affect the place which Ukraine can take in the 

European family: first, Ukraine must enter the united Europe as a full-

fledged state entity that understands its identity and has an elite that is 

aware of national interests; second, the European Union itself is likely 

to be reformatted (in particular, in the direction of cultural 

characteristics)58. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The article highlights and analyzes the opinions of domestic and 

foreign politicians and experts on the impact of the Russian-Ukrainian 

war on Ukraine's European integration progress. Experts point out that 

in the case of the Russian-Ukrainian war (as well as the creation of 

frozen conflicts in the former Soviet republics in general), one of 

Russia's motives is to prevent European and Euro-Atlantic integration. 

An analysis of experts' opinions has shown that the Russian-Ukrainian 

war has an impact on both Ukraine and the EU. According to Ukrainian 

and foreign authors, the current foreign policy dialogue between the EU 

and Ukraine is focused on the issues of Russian aggression. Experts 

identify the main areas of Brussels' involvement: attempts to resolve the 

conflict with Russia through diplomatic instruments, the application of 

sanctions, and the provision of financial, military, and humanitarian 

assistance. The process of European integration is mutually beneficial 

for both sides and understanding this is important for its success. The 

article outlines the challenges and tasks for Ukraine and the EU 

countries to develop a dialogue and formalize interstate relations, as 

identified by experts. The study argues that expert assessments and 

 
58 Маринович М. Європейський сентимент українців. The Robert Schuman 

Fundation. 2024. URL: https://www.robert-shuman.eu/ua/questions-d--europe/735 
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analytical studies are significant for the analysis of regional and global 

security challenges. 

 

АНОТАЦІЯ 

Представлено та проаналізовано думку вітчизняного та зарубі-

жного політикуму та експертного середовища щодо впливу росій-

сько-української війни на євроінтеґраційний поступ України. Екс-

перти вказують, що у випадку російсько-української війни (як 

загалом створення заморожених конфліктів на теренах колишніх 

радянських республік) одним із мотивів росії є саме недопущення 

європейської та євроатлантичної інтеґрації. Аналіз думок експер-

тів дозволив усталити, що російсько-українська війна має вплив і 

на Україну, і на країни ЄС. На переконання вітчизняних та зару-

біжних авторів сучасний зовнішньополітичний діалог ЄС та Укра-

їни фокусується довкола питань російської аґресії. Експерти виді-

ляють основні напрями залученості Брюселя: намагання 

залагодити конфлікт з рф за допомогою дипломатичних інструме-

нтів, застосування санкцій та надання фінансової, військової, гу-

манітарної допомоги. Процес євроінтеґрації є взаємовигідним для 

обох сторін і розуміння цього є важливим для його успішности. 

Взначено окреслені експертами виклики та завдання для України 

та країн ЄС для розбудови діалогу та офіційного оформлення мі-

ждержавних відносин. Констатовано, що експертні оцінки та ана-

літичні студії мають прикладний характер і аналізують регіональ-

ні та світові безпекові виклики. 
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