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Reflection on St. Josaphat’s Martyrdom
in the Context of the War in Ukraine

From the very beginning of the Russian military campaign in Ukraine, i.e. in 2014,
there has been a connection with the political ideologisation of religion. In the Pastoral
Letter of 2022, the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church writes,
that ,,over the past centuries, every time the boot of the russian occupier — be it tsarist,
Soviet, or putinian — stepped on our land, the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was
persecuted and destroyed®. The letter highlights, that ,.the Russian Orthodox Church
is leading its faithful believiers into the moral darkness of violence, aggression, and
war crimes*“. The religious conflict began in the 16th century, when in the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania, one of the largest ethno-confessional communities of Ruthenians, the
ancestors of today's Belarusians and Ukrainians, broke away from the Orthodox
Church of Constantinople and announced the establishment of a new church, the
Greek-Catholic Church, or Unitarian Church, which would be subordinate to the
Roman Pontifical See. The Council of Brest founded the church in 1596 to bring
together and unify Orthodox and Roman Catholic believers. The Unitarian Church
played a leading role in preserving the cultural and religious independence of the
Ukrainian population in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Such activities of the
Unitarian Church caused dissatisfaction among Orthodox believers, incited by the
Orthodox clergy. In 1623, a religious conflict escalated into a rebellion by the citizens
of Vitebsk. Smashing through doors and windows, militant Orthodox believers
stormed the Bishop's palace. The conflict culminated in the assassination of
Archbishop Josaphat Kuntsevich of Polotsk on 12 November 1623. On 29 June 1867
Pope Pius IX canonised him. The martyrdom of St Josaphat Kuntsevich has become
for Ukrainians a symbol of the martyrdom of their people.

Keywords: Sv. Juozapatas, kankinysté, Ukraina, Brastos unija, karas / St.
Josaphat, martyrdom, Ukraine, Brest Union, war.

IOpiii KOBAJIIB
KuiBcekuii HarlioHanbHUH yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Tapaca llleBuenka

“Ilo/moBanHs 3a 3y0pom” (moe3igs Mukosu I'ycoBecbKkoro)

JlonoBiZib BUCBITIIIOE TBOPUY CIAIINHY HOBOJATHHCHKHUX IMOETIB, SKi HAIEKAIN
YKpaiHCBKii, JIMTOBCHKIH, MONBCHKil, OUIOPYCHKii (JIMTBHHCHKIH) IiTeparypam,
30KpeMa JOpOOOK CBSIICHHHKA, CEKpeTaps BEIMKOKHI31BChKOI KaHLENApii Ta
enrckona IToyorpKoro, my0GIiYHOr0 HOTAps AOCTOILCHKOI KaHIENspii 1711 Benukoro
kHs3iBeTBa  JIMTOBCHKOTO, TpencTaBHMKAa BimpomkenHs Mukomu ['ycoBcbkoro
(6mu3bko 1470 — micnst 1533) — MaricTpa pUTOPHUKH, 3roJ0M JIOKTOpa (inocodil
BosoHceKoro yHiBepcHTETY, IIepeayciM ioro eniuny noemy «IlicHs mpo 3yGpay, abo
«ITicHs po BUIIIAA, JIIOTH 3yOpa Ta nosoBaHHs Ha Hhoro» («Carmen de statura feritate
ac venatione bisontis») Ha 3amoBneHHs [lamu pumcekoro Jlepa X Menidi, mpocTexye
icTopiro i HaMCaHHS B KOHTEKCTI TOrOYacHOTO MMCbMEHCTBA, MOSIBY JTATHHOMOBHOL
mam’ stk B [letepOyp3i (1853) it Kpakosi (1894; 3 mepenmoBoro it komeHTapsaMu .
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Ienpuapa) Ta mi3nimi penennii ¥ mepexnagu (B. Macmok, A. Comomopa Ta iH.).
[peameroM anamizy o0paHO HEpECHiB IBOTO TBOPY, IO 3MiHCHUB A. KuduHCHKHIA,
MOTHBH, IO CIIOHYKAJIN MOETa J0 TaKoi Mparli, iCTOpisl HalMCaHHs LBOTO IIePECIiBY,
METpUYHi (I’SATHCTOTIOBHH JaKTWJIb), KOMITO3HIIHI ¥ CMHCIOBI 0COOIHMBOCTI
JIOBUTBHOI aBTOPCHKOI Bepcii 3pa3ka IMpu 30epeKeHHI PEHECAHCHOTO KOJOPHTY,
repOIYHOTO YHHY i Jep>KaBHUIBKUX MEPeKOHaHb 100U KHs3s Bitosra (1392-1430),
MIPUHIIMITIB IPUPOTHOT (JICOBOT) JIFOJUHU.

Kniouogi cnosa: nogonamunceri noemu, Penecanc, riimepamyphe «noepanuyusy,
eniuHa noema, nepecnis, NPUPoOOHa HOOUHA, 2EPOTUHULL YUH.

Irop BAHHUYEHKO
KuiBcekuii HarjioHansHUH yHIBepcuTeT iMeHi Tapaca IllleBuenka

Honac Ksamaiitic Ta Poman LllyxeBu4 — 04iJIbHUKH HOPOTHLOM CBOIX HApOAiB
3 COBETCHKOI0 OKYNALi€I0: MOAIOHICTh 10J1b

Monac XKamaiitic-Bitayrac (1909-1954) ta Poman IllyxeBuu (1907-1950) —
OYIJIBHUKH OOPOTHOHM CBOIX HApPOIIB 3 COBETCHKOIO OKymalien. O60€ HApOIUIUCh Y
MicTax, y CIM'SIX CepeAHboro pocratky. HaBuammck B rimHasisx. O6oe me B
«MHpPHOMY» JKHTTi MaJH CTOCYHOK JI0 OJHOrO poxy Biiicbka (aprmiepii). I omuH, i
Apyruit HabyBaaH 60HOBOro 1OCBiAy 3a yuactn Bepmaxty. 1948 poxy M. XKsmaiitica
Oyno mpusHaueHo ['0I0OBHOKOMaHIyBaueM ycix mapTuzaHcbkux cui Jluteu, 1949-ro
iioro obOpano [omoBoro mpesumii Pagm corozy OopuiB 3a Bu3BoJeHHS JluTBH
(HaliBHLIMI KEepiBHUH OpraH KpaiHH), fKa yXBalWiIa MOJITHYHY IEKJIApPAIiio Mpo
BeZIeHHs 30poitHOoi OOpoTHOM 3a BIAHOBICHHS CaMOCTIHHOI JIE€MOKPAaTHYHOL
JIutoBcekoi pecny6iiku. Toro sk poky craB renepaiom. P.Illyxeenu Bix 1943 p. —
lonoBHMit koMmaHmMp YKpaiHChKOi MOBcTaHCBbKOI apwmii, 3 1944 p — Tonosa
VYkpaincekoi T'onoBHOi Bwussonbnoi Pamm. I'enepan-xopymxkwuii  (Bim 1946).
. XKsimaiitca Gyio poscrpinsino y Mocksi, P. IllyxeBud 3aruHyB B 6010 3 Bilficbkamu
HKBC. I3 uabyrrsm Hesanexnoctn JInteu M. XKsimaiitica BH3HAHO HAIiOHATEHEM
repoeM KpaiHu, HOro Haropo/pkeHo Benmkum xpectoM opaeHy Xpecra Bitica, fiomy
MIPUCBOEHO 3BaHHS OPHTaTHOTO TeHepasia, MPO HHOTO CTBOPEHO JOKyMEHTAIbHMIT
¢inbeM, BCTaHOBIEHO IaM ATHUKH y Bimprroci, Kaynaci Ta [lamansi, BumymeHo
MOIITOBY MapKy, iM's TpHCcBOeHO BiiicekoBiit axangemii (BimbHioc), riMHasii
(Paceitnsit), mxomi (Llimkaituto), BctaHoBieHO Oapenbed (BinmbHIOC) Ta mam sTHY
nouiky (Kenaiinsii), mpucBo€eHo 3BaHHs oyecHoro rpoMazasHuna [lananru. 2009 poky
Ceiim JluToBchkoi PecnyGmiku BusHa M.)Kamaiitica BHKOHYBaueM 06GOB’SI3KiB
npesunenta Jlutsu (1949-1954). P. llyxesuua 2007 p. ykaszom [Ipe3unenra Ykpainu
«3a BU3HAYHUI 0COOMCTHII BHECOK Y HAIlIOHATEHO-BU3BOJIBHY OOpPOTHOY 3a CBOOOMY 1
HE3AJICKHICTh YKpaiHu» MONIaHOBaHO 3BaHHAM [ epoil Ykpainu. Mysei P.1llyxeBuua
nitote y JIpBoBi, JIbBiBChKilli Ta IBaHO-DpankiBCchKkili oOmacTsax. BiH — modecHwmid
rpomansuuH JleBoBa, Tepnomnons, IBano-®pankiBcbka, Tepeborni, HanpipHoi,
bepexan, Baparra, Bopucnaea. IIpo HbOro CTBOpeHO (ijibM, MPHUCBAYCHO IICHIO
(«Xopymxwuii»), Ha3BaHo Beeykpainceke bpatcteo OYH-YITA. MemMopiaibHi JOIIKH
[IlyxeBuuy BcTaHOBIeHO y JIbBOBI (2) Ta XMENbHHLBKOMY, NaM ATHUKH — Y
Enmonrtoni  (Kanana), JIeBoBi, TepHominbebkil, IBaHO-PpaHKIiBCBKIH  Ta
XMeapHUIBKIN 001aCTIX.

Knrouoei cnosa: JKamauimic, [llyxesuy, okynayis, cnpomue, NOuaHy8aHHs.
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