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Modern historical science is gradually saturated with the latest 

methods, which are widespread in the world history research. Prosopog-
raphy penetrated into it like a new wave and stirred up biography 
science, gave a new scale to the consideration of already familiar topics. 
In the context of studying the events of the past and their consequences, 
researchers need to reconstruct objectively and truthfully the pages of the 
lives of historical figures. 

The researchers distinguish between individual prosopographic 
studies of prominent figures of a certain era and «group» prosopographic 
studies focused on the study of certain social groups. The latter approach 
provides material for generalization and making the «collective biog-
raphies». In this case, prosopography is interpreted as a study of the 
common items in a group of people acting in history (generic, profes-
sional, social, political) [23, p. 56]. 

Considering the achievements of the Ukrainian scientists, their works 
can be divided into several groups. In the works of T. Berezovska [4],  
T. Chubina [27], O. Gural [8] and L. Belinska [3], prosopography cooperates 
with the history of families. The researches of G. Bazhenova [1], S. Svitlen-
ko [20], M. Tkachuk [25], L. Vovchuk [6], M. Bashly [2], I. Skakalska [21], 
N. Filatova and V. Rugal [26] focus on the study of different groups con-
nected by common activities – teachers, doctors, military men, political, 
public and literary figures. Recently, the research emphasis has shifted to the 
creation of single prosopographic portraits, which is reflected in the publica-
tions of O. Spivachenko [22], N. Bulyk [5], Y. Stetsyk [24], M. Rohozha 
[18], Y. Dobrolyubska [9], I. Kuzmina [10]. The above-mentioned works 
qualitatively represent the use of prosopographic portrait as an opportunity 
to discover a new world of already familiar or unknown historical figures. 

To study the mayors of Odessa in the second half of XIX
th

 – early  
XX

th
 centuries, one of the main methods to be used is the prosopographic 

method, which helps to create a collective description of the life style and 
occupations of the representatives of a certain social status, who occupied 
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the position of the city head during some period of time. A mayor appears as 
a individual with all his personal qualities and relationships with the outside 
world, and several individuals are presented as a community, united with 
mutual responsibility and mutual influence.  

Depending on the subject, the results of the research can be of three 
types: 1) the reconstruction of a person's prosopographic portrait; 2) the 
creation of a collective biography of several persons, united by common 
factors; 3) the description of the lifestyle and occupations of the representa-
tives of definite social statuses [12, p. 424]. The research will include two 
last types. 

Semen Vorontsov [14], Mykola Novoselskyi [17], Hryhorii Marazli 
[16], Valerian Lihin [19], Pavlo Zelenyi [11, p. 19], Petro Kryzhanovskyi 
[15], Vasyl Protopopov [13, p. 237], Mykola Moiseiev [7] and Bo-
ris Pelikan [11, p. 185-187] were city mayors of Odessa during 1863-1914. 
Nowadays every citizen of Odessa knows the names of S. Vorontsov, 
M. Novoselskyi, Н. Marazli, but only occasionally people can say some-
thing about these people. The names of the other city heads remain a 
mystery even for scientists. 

Using all available sources – acts, archive documents, press publica-
tions, memoirs, diaries – the usual biographies of mayors are beginning to 
take on different shades. Historical events during the city heads’ activities 
became catalysts for changes in the vector of views. The influence of the 
environment and the family also leaves an imprint on the inner world and 
behavior of these historical figures. In the course of the research, it is 
necessary to reflect the transformation of personalities due to the position of 
the mayor, taking into account the changes in the responsibilities of city 
heads under the City Regulations of 1863, 1870, 1892. 

All the represented personalities came from noble families. The only 
fact, which is still unknown concerns mayor V. Protopopov. And they all 
received a good higher education: most – law, although there are representa-
tives of the faculties of mathematics and philosophy. M. Novoselskyi,  
P. Kryzhanovskyi and V. Protopopov had the degree of Candidate of 
Sciences, but the most distinguished personality turned out to be professor of 
mathematics and mechanics V. Lihin, who created his own scientific school. 
Their families supported them in public affairs – their wives took part in the 
beneficial activity concerning the educational institutions and women's 
courses, they were among the members of charitable societies. The political 
views of the mayors of Odessa depended on the life of the city and the 
country, ranging from the liberal-Ukrainophile P. Zelenyi to the conserva-
tive-chauvinist B. Pelikan. Basing on the above-presented research material, 
we can conclude that all the mayors were rather different and had various 
colourful features and peculiarities. But biographical information has still 
white spots. So, there is a need to continue studying and deepening this layer 
of scientific work. 
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