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INTRODUCTION

The problem of national identity in the Donetsk region has long
occupied a central place in Ukrainian socio-political discourse,
representing a unique intersection of historical trauma, industrial
specificity, and geopolitical pressure. For many residents, self-
identification was shaped for decades by a perceived «otherness»,
fueled by both internal regionalization and external Russian
influence. These factors led to significant «deformations» —
distortions in the understanding of historical roots, linguistic
belonging, and cultural heritage. In an academic sense, these
deformations are not merely personal crises but structural
misalignments between the local population and the national state-
building project.

In the contemporary context, marked by the full-scale invasion
of 2022, this issue has shifted from theoretical sociological
observation to a matter of national security. The war has forced a
radical re-evaluation of identity, stripping away the «hybrid» or
«delayed» forms of self-identification that previously dominated
the Donbas. However, the vacuum left by the collapse of old
Soviet-industrial myths must be filled with a coherent, attractive,
and historically grounded Ukrainian identity.

This chapter posits that education is the most effective strategic
instrument for this transformation. Education, in this sense,
encompasses more than just the formal schooling system; it is a
holistic process of civic socialization and cultural transmission.
Through education, the state can address the «spatial
fragmentation» of the Ukrainian identity space and foster a resilient
population capable of resisting future external manipulations. The
following sections will detail the historical roots of these identity
deformations, the transformative impact of the war, and the specific
educational strategies required for the successful post-war
reintegration of the Donetsk region.
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1. Historical and Spatial Deformations of Identity in the
Donetsk Region

The socio-cultural landscape of the Donetsk region is
characterized by what researchers describe as a «spatial
fragmentation» of the Ukrainian identity space. This phenomenon
is rooted in the specific historical trajectory of the Donbas as a
frontier industrial zone!. As noted by Ya. Vermenych, the region’s
identity was historically shaped by intense industrialization and
subsequent  «Sovietization», which prioritized class and
professional affiliation over national or ethnic belonging? This
created a regionalized version of identity that was often detached
from the central Ukrainian historical narrative.

The result of this process was the emergence of «hybrid» and
«blurred» forms of self-identification. For much of the late 20th
and early 21st centuries, residents of the Donetsk region often
exhibited a «delayed» identity, where the connection to the
Ukrainian national project was secondary to local industrial pride
or a nostalgic attachment to Soviet concepts®. This lack of a solid
national foundation made the region particularly vulnerable to
external manipulations.

Furthermore, the evolution of national-linguistic identity in the
region from 1923 to 2014 demonstrates a systematic erosion of the
Ukrainian language's status. Research by Yu. Sytnyk indicates that
the linguistic space was a primary arena for these deformations,
where Russification was not just a side effect of urbanization but a
targeted tool for weakening national ties®. By 2014, these
cumulative historical and spatial factors had created a «deformed»

! Curauk O., Curnuk FO. MoBHAa HOJITUKA SK BaKIMBUH acIEKT CTpaTerii
peinTerpanii okymoBaHoi Tteputopii [loHOacy. MoBHa TONITHKAa JepkaBa:
ICTOpUKO-TIpaBOBa  PETPOCIIEKTHBa 1  cy4acHictb.  Marepiamu  13-Toi
Bceykpaincekoi HaykoBoi koH(MepeHtii (M. JIbBiB, 3 rpymas 2021 p.). / Haykosi
KOH(epeHIii icTopuKo-paBoBoi npobnemaruku. Bum. 13 / Tepmok LS.
(yxmamau) / ITITIO HY «JIkBiBchka momitexHikay. JIbBiB: JI-TIpec, 2021. C. 63-64.
2 Bepmennu S. B. Vkpaima: icropuunuit mpoctip imentnmunocti / Binm. pen.
B. A. Cmoniii. Kuis: Incruryt ictopii Yipainun HAH Ykpainu, 2025. C. 52.

3 Tam camo. C. 401.

4 Curnuk 10. B. EBoJromisi HallioOHATEHO-MOBHOI 1/IEHTHYHOCTI ykpainmis Jloned-
ynHU (kBiTeHb 1923 p. — kBiTeHs 2014 p.). Huc. ... xaun. ict. Hayk: 07.00.01 —
Sanopixokst: 3anopi3pKui HaioHAIBHNUIT yHiBepcnTeT, 2021. C. 88.
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identity landscape that served as a catalyst for the initial stages of
the conflict?.

2. War as a Catalyst for Identity Transformation

The onset of the full-scale invasion in 2022 fundamentally
altered the trajectory of identity development in the Donetsk
region. While the conflict beginning in 2014 introduced the region
to the reality of hybrid warfare, the post-2022 period has been
defined as a «war of identities»?. In this struggle, the aggressor
targets not only physical infrastructure but the very cultural and
historical foundations of «Ukrainianness». Paradoxically, this
existential threat has accelerated a transition from «blurred» to
«achieved» Ukrainian identity.

According to G. Bohdanovych, the war has acted as a powerful
consolidator, shifting the basis of identity from ethnic or linguistic
markers toward shared democratic values and a collective
commitment to independence®. For many residents of the Donetsk
region, the choice to remain loyal to Ukraine in the face of
aggression has transformed their identity from a passive attribute
into an active, conscious stance. This «attained» identity is forged
in the crucible of resistance, making it more resilient than the
previous, more fragile regional models.

However, this transformation is not without its risks. The war
has simultaneously exacerbated certain vulnerabilities, such as the
physical destruction of cultural heritage and the displacement of
millions of people. There remains a constant threat of
«fragmentation» along linguistic or regional lines, especially in
territories that have been under prolonged occupation®. In this
context, the war serves as both a catalyst for national unity and a
warning of the catastrophic consequences that occur when the
cultural «identity space» is left undefended.

L Sytnyk J., Sytnyk O. Ukrainian National Identity in Donetsk Region: Problems
and Development Trends from the End of the XIX — to the Beginning of the XXI
Century. Culture and History. Vol. 1. No. 2. 2021. C. 35-36.

2 pemuyk C., lusx B., Tymko K. [Ipo6nemu GopMyBaHHs yKpaiHCEKOT KYIbTYp-
HOI 1IeHTHYHOCTI B yMoBax BiitHH. [ pani. 2023. C. 106.

3 bormanosuu I'. Tpanchopmallisi ykpaiHCbKoi iIEHTMYHOCTI K YHHHHK (QOpMy-
BaHHS HOBOI MONITHYHOI Hamil. Ykpainosnascmeo. 2024. Ne 3(92). C. 48.

4 Tam camo. C. 51.
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3. Education as a Strategic Instrument for Overcoming
Deformations and Reintegration: State Policy and Regional
Practices

In the context of martial law and future post-war recovery,
education emerges as the primary mechanism for overcoming the
historical and spatial deformations of national identity. It serves as
the chief tool for the transmission of a common «axiological scale»
— a set of values that bind the individual to the nation and the state.
As S. Yaremchuk, V. Dyyak and K. Tushko argue, education must
function as an arena of active counter-action, preventing the
cultural assimilation of residents in frontline and de-occupied
territories by providing a robust alternative to «Russian World»
narratives. Strategic orientation in this field involves a shift toward
systemic civic education, which aims not only to transmit
knowledge but to restore «geohistorical unity» in the minds of
citizens?.

3.1. National Strategy for the Affirmation of Identity until
2030

The normative bedrock for these activities is Cabinet of
Ministers Resolution No. 1322 (December 15, 2023), which
approved the Strategy for the Affirmation of Ukrainian National
and Civic ldentity for the period up to 20302 This document
explicitly positions education as one of the three main pillars of
state policy, alongside national-patriotic and military-patriotic
upbringing.

The Strategy identifies identity deformations — caused by
Russification, regional polarization, and the influence of the
aggressor state — as direct threats to national security. The
educational block of the Strategy includes:

! SIpemuyk C., qusk B., Tymko K. IIpo6aemu... C. 106.

2 [Ipo cxpanenns CTpaTerii yTBep/KEHHs YKpaiHCHKOI HAIiOHAJIBHOI Ta rpoMa-
JSTHCHKOI 1IeHTHYHOCTI Ha nepiox a0 2030 poky Ta 3aTBEepIKEHHS OIEpaIiifHOTO
IUTaHy 3axoiB 3 ii peamizamii y 2023-2025 pokax. [locranosa Kabinety MiHicTpiB
VYkpainu Bif 15 TpyIHSI 2023 p- Ne 1322 URL:
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1322-2023-%D0%BF#Text
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- ldentity Integration into All Forms of Education. From
formal schooling to informal learning, encompassing all age
groups.

- Updating State Standards. Mandatory inclusion of
Ukrainian history, the Constitution, and «Defense of Ukraine» as
core components.

- Digital Reintegration. Engaging citizens from temporarily
occupied territories (TOT) through online educational platforms.

- Veteran Involvement. Utilizing war veterans as direct
conveyors of lived national resilience within the educational
process.

3.2. State Targeted Social Program until 2028: Tools and
Indicators

The practical concretization of state policy was furthered by
Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 864 (July 30, 2024). The State
Program until 2028 translates strategic goals into quantifiable
indicators and budgetary allocations (over 612 million UAH)!. A
key aspect is the emphasis on media literacy and overcoming the
«information vacuum» in the TOT.

The Program sets ambitious macro-indicators: increasing the
share of citizens who take pride in their citizenship to 75% and
daily usage of the Ukrainian language to 80%. In the educational
dimension, this is implemented through the training of reintegration
specialists (450 individuals by 2028) and large-scale military-
patriotic training (targeting 20% of the population). Education here
is viewed as an instrument to transform «blurred» identity into
«achieved» (conscious) identity, which is critical for Eastern
Ukraine.

3.3. Regional Specifics of the Donetsk Region:
Implementation and Challenges

The practical implementation of these principles at the local
level is reflected in the «Regional Targeted Social Program... in the
Donetsk Region for the Period up to 2028» (2025). This document

! TIpo 3arBepaenns JlepskaBHOI LiIbOBOI COLIANBLHOI MPOrpaMy 3 YTBEPIKEHHS
YKpaiHChKOi HAlliOHAIBFHOI Ta TPOMAASHCBHKOI IAEHTHYHOCTI Ha mepion mo 2028
poxky. IlocranoBa Kabinery minicTpiB Ykpainu Bix 30 mumas 2024 p. Ne 864 URL:
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/864-2024-%D0%BF#Text
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serves as a localized and intensified version of the national policy,
specifically adapted to the conditions of a frontline zone™.

Analysis of the Program reveals its positive features:

1. Systemic Axiological Synchronization — aligning regional
educational goals with national security interests.

2. Geohistorical Contextualization — focusing on the «Donbas
in the Ukrainian Context» narrative to dismantle myths of regional
«separateness».

3. Innovative Formats — using interactive games («Gart Voli»,
«Sokil/Dzhura»), language quests, and «historical detective»
modules to engage the youth?.

However, implementation faces the risk of a «reintegration lag»
(ideological distance of residents after prolonged occupation) and
administrative formalism, where quantitative reporting may
overshadow qualitative shifts in civic consciousness?®.

It is of paramount importance to instruct students in information
analysis, source verification, and the identification of fabricated
content — effectively fostering critical thinking — while
simultaneously deepening historical literacy. Such pedagogical
efforts are essential, as they significantly mitigate susceptibility to
manipulative influences and enhance cognitive resilience against
disinformation®.

A comparative analysis of the Donetsk strategy with other
frontline regions highlights its unique complexity®.

! PerionanbHa 1iib0Ba colliagbHa IPOrpaMa 3 yTBEpPUKEHHS yKpaiHChKOi Hallio-
HAJILHOI Ta TPOMAISTHCHKOI IICHTHYHOCTI y JIoHenbKiil obnacti Ha nepioxa 10 2028
POKy: 3aTB. posmopsimkeHHsM ronoBu Joxemskoi OBA Ne 910/5-25 Bix kiHIst
2025 p. URL: https://dn.gov.ua/npa/pro-zatverdzhennia-rehionalnoi-tsilovoi-
sotsialnoi-prohramy-z-utverdzhennia-ukrainskoi-natsionalnoi-ta-hromadianskoi-
identychnosti-u-donetskii-oblasti-na-period-do-2028-roku-2

2 Tam camo.

3 Borganosuu I'. Tpaucdopmaris... C. 45.

4 Bep3 T. A. KornitusHa BiifHa Ta HalliOHaNbHA iIEHTHYHICTh: MPOTUIIA Ae3iH(O-
pMartii SIK eJIeMEHT CTpaTeTii iIEHTUYHOCTI. Ymeepoocenns yKkpaincokol nayiona-
JIbHOT [0eHMUYHOCMI 8 YMOBAX B0EHHO2O0 CMAHY. CMPAMe2iyHi OpicHmupu ma
innosayitini npaxmuxu: 36. Hayk. mp. / 3a pexn. K. O. XKyp6u, JI. B. Kanimescpkoi.
IBano-®pankiscsk: HAIP, 2025. C. 16.

5 The author has synthesized the results of this analysis into the following table.
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Region Primary Strategic | Core Identity
Focus Challenge

Donetsk Reg. De-sovietization & | Long-term  hybridity
Structural (since 2014)
Transformation

Kharkiv Reg. Academic Resilience & | Proximity to  the
Linguistic Shift border & shelling

Kherson Reg. Mental De-occupation | Direct occupation
& Trauma Work consequences

While the Kharkiv region focuses on «academic resilience»
through university hubs and Kherson prioritizes «mental de-
occupation» after direct Russian control, the Donetsk model
requires a deeper structural transformation due to the duration of
the conflict (since 2014). The Donetsk region must disentangle a
web of contradictions that has been tightening for over a decade,
combining «defensive education» with «reintegration therapy».
Only through a systemic approach to education is it possible to
foster not only a profound understanding of Ukrainian culture,
history, and traditions, but also to cultivate civic engagement
among the youth, alongside their critical thinking faculties and
resilience to information manipulation®.

3.4. Comparative Profile of State and Regional Strategies

The comparative analysis of State Program No. 864 and the
Regional Program of the Donetsk region reveals a profound
interdependence between central strategic planning and operational
response within a frontline region. This vertical structure ensures
that national identity policy remains both unified and locally
relevant.

1. Strategic-Tactical Synergy

State Program No. 864 serves as the foundation, defining the
ideological and value-based vectors of national development. It
establishes the «standards» for national identity. In contrast, the

! Boiiko C. M. Posib iHHOBAUIMHUX OCBITHIX IPOEKTIB Ta EKCIEPUMEHTIB Y 3Mill-
HEHHI YKpaiHCHKOI HalliOHAJBHOI iJEHTHYHOCTI B YMOBaX BOEHHOTO CTaHy. Ymage-
DPOdHCEHHS YKPATHCOKOI HAYIOHANBHOT I0eHMUYHOCII 8 YMOBAX 60EHHO20 CMAHY:
cmpameeiuni opienmupu ma iHHo8ayilni npaxmuxu. 30. Hayk. mp. / 3a pem.
K. O. Xyp6wu, JI. B. Kanimescnkoi. Isano-®pankiscsk: HAIP, 2025. C. 21.

72



Regional Program of the Donetsk Region transforms these abstract
goals into a specific toolkit. This demonstrates a transition from the
declarative level (what do we want to achieve?) to the instrumental
level (how do we implement this under conditions of constant
threat?).

2. Reintegration Vector. Focus on TOT

For the state, the priority is creating conditions for future de-
occupation through personnel training and the digitalization of
education. However, Donetsk region, being on the front lines of
cognitive warfare, focuses on «live» contact. «Unity Centers» and
psychological support are not merely events; they are instruments
of social therapy essential for mending the social fabric and
neutralizing the effects of enemy propaganda.

3. Adaptation of the Security Component
While military-patriotic education at the national level takes the
form of general preparation and pre-conscription training, the
Regional Program imbues it with vital applied content. The
prioritization of mine safety and tactical medicine indicates that the
program is a «living» document that directly addresses the physical
threats faced by citizens in a combat zone.

4. Convergence of Results

The state operates with percentages and global indicators
(language proficiency, media literacy). The regional level,
however, focuses on inclusivity. For the Donetsk region, success is
measured by the specific engagement of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) and residents of frontline territories, serving as a
direct indicator of the effectiveness of the state’s «soft power» on
the ground.

Based on this comparison, it can be concluded that the
interaction between State Program No. 864 and the Regional
Program of the Donetsk Region exemplifies effective
decentralization of national identity policy.

Key Findings:

- Contextual Relevance

The regional program does not merely duplicate the state
program; it «grounds» it. The unique characteristics of the Donetsk
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region (proximity to the front, high concentration of IDPs,
influence of the TOT) require a shift from theoretical patriotism to
practical resilience.

- Hierarchical Flexibility

State Program No. 864 ensures the unity of the national course,
preventing regional initiatives from deviating from national
interests, while the regional initiative ensures the vitality of this
course by accounting for local specifics.

- Human-Centricity

The emphasis on psychological support and mine safety in the
regional program acknowledges that the assertion of identity is
impossible without addressing the fundamental needs for physical
safety and mental health.

In summary, this vertical structure creates a robust shield in
cognitive warfare: the state formulates meanings, while the region
translates them into action. This synergy is critical for preserving
national integrity under the conditions of a prolonged state of war.

Education serves as the strategic foundation for identity
affirmation, translating the theoretical norms of the 2022 Law into
the practical plane of reintegration. Analysis of Resolutions No.
1322 and No. 864 indicates the creation of a systemic vertical
where education functions as a national security tool. The Donetsk
Regional Program is the most complex and critical element of this
vertical. Its success depends on overcoming administrative
formalism and adapting national values to the specific context of
the «post-war trauma» prevalent in the East. Without the full
implementation of the educational blocks in both programs, the risk
of returning to pre-war identity deformations remains high, whereas
their successful synergy builds long-term national resilience.

CONCLUSIONS

Education is the determining factor in overcoming the
deformations of national identity among Ukrainians in the Donetsk
region amidst war and reintegration. The historical fragmentation
and Soviet legacy that shaped the region’s «blurred» identity for
decades are being dismantled by wartime consolidation, yet this
process requires deep institutional support.

1. State Normative Framework
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Resolutions No. 1322 and No. 864 have established a
comprehensive system where identity affirmation through
education is recognized as a national security priority until 2030.
Education has transitioned from a social service to an instrument
for forming defensive consciousness and civic resilience.

2. Regional Adaptation

The Donetsk region demonstrates a unique model of policy
implementation, where general goals of media literacy and
linguistic transformation are filled with practical tools for
«geohistorical restoration». Reintegration success here depends on
bridging the «reintegration lag» and neutralizing the ideological
effects of occupation through innovative pedagogical practices.

3. Synergy of Efforts

Comparative analysis underscores that the restoration of a
unified «identity space» is only possible through the interaction of
national strategy and flexible regional tactics. Education fills the
ideological vacuum left by the collapse of colonial myths and
ensures the integration of the Donetsk region into a unified
Ukrainian political nation.

The successful realization of these educational programs in the
Donetsk region will guarantee that wartime solidarity evolves into
lasting national resilience, transforming the region from a zone of
deformation into a stronghold of a new, conscious Ukrainian
identity.

ABSTRACT

This study examines the strategic role of education in
overcoming the historical and spatial deformations of national
identity among residents of the Donetsk region. For decades, the
region’s socio-cultural landscape was defined by Soviet legacies
and industrial regionalism, leading to «blurred» and hybrid forms
of self-identification. The full-scale invasion of 2022 acted as a
catalyst, accelerating the transition to a conscious «achieved»
Ukrainian identity based on shared democratic values. Central to
this process is the national policy framework established by
Resolutions No. 1322 (Strategy 2030) and No. 864 (State Program
2028), which position education as a primary tool for national
security and civic resilience. These documents facilitate the
restoration of «geohistorical unity» by integrating national-patriotic
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and civic components into all levels of education. At the regional
level, the Donetsk Program for 2028 adapts these national goals
through innovative pedagogical practices aimed at neutralizing the
ideological effects of prolonged occupation. The findings highlight
that the synergy between national strategy and flexible regional
tactics is essential for transforming wartime consolidation into
permanent national stability. Ultimately, education serves as the
foundation for the successful reintegration of the Donetsk region
into a unified and resilient Ukrainian political nation.

AHOTANIA

Y nociimpKeHHI pO3IJISHYTO POJIb OCBITH y MOJOJIAHHI iCTOpUY-
HUX Ta IPOCTOPOBHX AedopMaliil iIeHTUIHOCTI MemKaHIiB Jone-
yquHU. BusHaveHo, mo noBHOMacmTabHe BTOprHeHHs 2022 poKy
MIPUCKOPHIIO TIEPEXik BiJf «po3MUTHX» (HOpPM caMoieHTU(iKalil 10
CBiZIoMOi ykpaiHchkoi imeHTHuHOCTi. Ha OCHOBI aHamizy nepxas-
Hux crpareriit (Ne 1322 ta Ne 864) oOrpyHTOBAHO CTaTyC OCBITH SIK
KITFOYOBOTO IHCTPYMEHTY HAIlIOHAIBHOT OE€3MEeKH Ta TPOMaISHCHKOT
criiikocTi. Oco0aMBY yBary MNpPUAUICHO peTiOHANBHIN Mporpami
Houeyunnu no 2028 poky, sika amanTye Iep’kKaBHI IT JO yMOB
MpUQPOHTOBOI 30HW YEpe3 IHHOBAIliHI MEArOTiYHI MPAKTHKH.
Pesynbprati miAKpeCOOTh, M0 CHHEPris 3arajbHOJICpPXKaBHOI
cTparterii Ta THy4YKOi perioHajJbHOI TAKTHKH 3a0e3redye MepeTBo-
PEHHS BOEHHOI KOHCONIJAIlil Ha TPWUBaIy HAIIOHAIBHY CTiHKICTB.
Ocgita BU3HaUeHa (QyHAaMEHTOM YCIHIITHOI peiHTerpaiii JoHemns-
KOTO PETiOHY B €IMHY YKPATHCHKY MOJIITHYHY HAIIIIO.
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