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Nowadays higher education in Ukraine works towards integration and
cross-curricular connections which is possible to provide only through a
special method of teaching a language that would reflect the reality in which
the learners live and work. Thus the implementation of CLIL approach at
university is in demand.

According to Marsh, CLIL is «any dual-focused educational context in
which an additional language, thus not usually the first language of the
learners involved, is used as a medium in the teaching and learning of non-
language content» [2, p. 14].

CLIL approach allows two subjects to be taught simultaneously, although
the focus may be on the language or a non-linguistic subject [1, p. 154].

Owing to the CLIL approach, language learning becomes more focused as
language is used to solve specific communication problems. Moreover,
students become more motivated to learn English.
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Despite the advantages of this approach and its relevance, the researchers
point to the lack of study materials. In the CLIL methodology reading is
considered as the main skill and this approach involves working with text
material. Since the authentic professional material is the main source of
introduction of new professional terms, CLIL lessons are usually based on the
authentic subject-matter texts.

There is a variety of definitions of the term «authentic» so we will be
referring to the Nosonovich's definition: «Authentic materials are materials
that have been created by native speakers and found the implementation in a
learning process which is focused on a communicative approach of learning a
foreign language outside their native linguistic environment» [3, p. 10].

In the CLIL methodology studying with authentic material is of great
importance. It should be noted that the use of authentic materials is necessary
at all stages of learning a foreign language. However, when students study
academic subjects in another language, they will need a teacher’s assistance in
understanding subject matter texts and in learning to use the academic
language associated with the subject.

The need for authentic materials is due to a number of the following
reasons. Firstly, authentic texts have features that are often not reflected in
educational texts and dialogues. They may contain specific terminology,
professional jargon, specific models for constructing phrases and sentences.
The authentic text is based on the real language that the students will have to
encounter in a professional activity. Moreover, the students will be able to
develop the skills of understanding and reproduction of the subject-specific
vocabulary. Secondly, written and oral texts taken from real life provide
accurate information about real events and situations. Provided that recent,
up-to-date sources are used, this information will always be accurate. In
addition, these sources are usually of high professional interest to English
language learners, because, as mentioned above, they contain information
directly related to their field of activity.

There are still some challenges that students may be faced with while
learning by means of authentic texts. The authentic subject-matter texts are
sophisticated and are likely to be difficult to understand for less proficient
students. The teacher’s role is highly important here. The teacher does not
have to adapt the text, but it is possible to help students to understand the text
by the following steps.

1) The teacher should pre-teach some difficult vocabulary in order to
prepare students for the first reading and prevent blocking understanding of
the main idea of the text.

2) The next step is to prepare the questions which will help to check the
general understanding of the text.

13



Modern global trends in the development of innovative scientific researches

3) Finally, the teacher has to prepare the questions to check whether
students have understood the text in more details.

As a result, students will be better able to reproduce the content of the
texts in their own words. All of the stages above will help students to
understand the context of the subject matter texts and prepare them for further
content learning. It is considered appropriate to accompany the texts with
illustrations so that students can visualize what they are reading.

To sum up, CLIL lessons have a lot of advantages compared to traditional
education at universities. Authentic texts which are used in this approach are
effective means of studying both the subject and the language however they
might be sophisticated for the low proficient students. Nevertheless, with the
teacher’s guidance and support, it will become an effective source of learning.
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The education system, like the culture of its people, is a unique
phenomenon because it is deeply linked to the spiritual and material aspects of
the past and present. Therefore, in every country, education and its
organization have its own peculiarities. In today's world of globalization,
priorities and demands for learning and upbringing are changing. Therefore,
higher education reform is inevitable. However, on the one hand, it is
necessary to take into account the priorities of preserving the cultural diversity
of national education systems, and on the other hand, to solve the problems of
improving international cooperation, mobility, employment of students in the
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