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DETERMINANTS OF NATIONAL-POLITICAL
CONSCIOUSNESS OF MODERN UKRAINIAN SOCIETY

Matviienkiv S. M., Lushahina T. V.

INTRODUCTION

The development of statehood, the formation of its democratic
institutions, foreign policy guidelines and domestic political stability directly
depends on the level of political consciousness of citizens. And national
welfare and security are formed through the stage of self-awareness as a
single nation, which is based on the formation of national and political
consciousness of citizens. Although the concept of “political consciousness”
for political science is not new, but it constantly requires detailed study, as it
is inextricably linked with practical political activities, including the ability
of citizens to make political decisions from municipal to national level,
social dialogue, have not only rights, but also to perform duties. The
national-political consciousness of Ukrainian society during the period of
independence acquired new features that emerged in the processes of
revolutions, disappointments in government institutions and the rise of
national-patriotic spirit. Therefore, the relevance of the study of national and
political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society is due to the above
problems that need to be addressed.

During the period of independence, scholars have been actively
discussing what political consciousness really is, especially ‘“national
political consciousness”, what components it should include, and what
determinants it should determine. In particular, what is the role of political
consciousness in the formation of a democratic society; how the
transformation should take place. After all, overcoming a totalitarian
political regime is impossible without a change in the minds of the people,
without their active involvement in political decision-making, in the
development of the state, in the organization of civil society. In fact, the
question of studying the development of national and political consciousness
of the population of the state is a dynamic process, as is the dynamic
political system.

The modern rapid development of the information society has actively
invaded the field of politics with its adjustments. Accordingly, modern
information flows have an impact on the political consciousness of citizens
and their ability to resist manipulative influences, fakes, information wars,
which is a necessary component of national security. But no matter how
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perfect, no matter how detailed the mechanisms of political power, no matter
how democratic and structured political institutions are, no matter how the
laws of human existence in the new society do not correspond to their
natural rights, without taking into account such an important factor as the
level of political consciousness. The process of progression is impossible™.

The state of theoretical development of the problem. Therefore, back in
the 90s in the Ukrainian scientific space, research on the political
consciousness of Ukrainian society began more and more actively. When
such neologisms as “political hysteria”, “apathy”, “depression”, etc. appear
in the political vocabulary, the research of E. Golovakha and N. Panina on
the manifestations of mass consciousness in political and social processes
becomes important’. General theoretical questions of consciousness and
existence of the nation are found in the studies of A. Kolodiy®. In turn,
I. Kresina considers the Ukrainian national consciousness through the
ethnopolitical approach and the relationship of political consciousness with
political processes’. M. Popovych draws attention to the peculiarities of
mythology in the public consciousness of post-communist Ukraine®.

In the early 2000s, a number of studies of various aspects of political
consciousness, its types, varieties, and so on. Thus, the essence and
conditions of formation of political consciousness in the process of state
formation in Ukraine are investigated by S. Matviienkiv®. Problems of
political consciousness of the Ukrainian society in the conditions of
democratic transformation are considered by V. Demyanenko’, and factors
of its formation in the specified context are defined by Yu. Rudenko®.
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V. Yaroshenko explores the values of the political consciousness of young
people as a driving component of political processes®.

Such a wide range of research suggests that such a political science
category as “political consciousness” is not sufficiently studied and acquires
new determinants, given the new variables that arise in the development of
the political system of the state. Thus, the question of national consciousness
of the population of Ukraine in the conditions of state independence is
studied by G. Redkina'®, and the role of mythological consciousness in
understanding politics is revealed by Yu. Shaygorodsky. Also, in modern
political science, the issue of political consciousness and national
consciousness is increasingly acquiring new approaches to the study of the
problem. Thus, certain aspects of political and civic consciousness through
the value dimension of historical forms of human existence are considered in
his works V. Denisenko™?.

In general, the scientific plane outlined several approaches to the study of
theoretical and empirical factors of political and national consciousness:
interdisciplinary, sociological, ethnopolitical, axiological. Modern global
challenges to the development of society introduce new determinants of
study of manifestations of political consciousness (in particular, in the
national plane). Among these determinants, it is worth identifying a
communication variable that requires new approaches to defining political
consciousness. In this context, it is worth noting the developments of
D. Arabadzhiev and T. Sergienko®, R. Kolisnichenko, N. Ukhanova®™ and
others.

Thus, despite the fact that in Ukrainian political science there is a
significant amount of research on various aspects of political and national
consciousness, the question remains open. After all, there is no single
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approach among researchers to the definition of the categories “political
consciousness” and “national-political consciousness”, their nature, types,
relationship with political processes.

1. Theoretical foundations of the study of political consciousness

The transformation of modern Ukrainian society, new challenges for the
politics of domestic and foreign policy, require new approaches to understanding
the importance of the role of political consciousness of citizens for the
development of statehood. Each new generation inherits a certain set of political
knowledge, historical memory, political values and stereotypes that underlie
political consciousness. The question arises: what should a modern healthy
democratic society be like? How to overcome the problems of inequality, social
poverty, xenophobia, cultural prejudices, various kinds of intolerant attitudes in
society, the spread of hate speech, etc.? It is the study of the determinants of
political consciousness, the peculiarities of its functioning and possible ways of
transformation that can provide answers to the questions posed.

Political consciousness arose in antiquity as a response to the real need to
comprehend such new phenomena as the state and state power. Political
ideas of ancient thinkers (Plato, Aristotle, etc.) justified the need for a
society of state transformations into a system of norms of human behaviour
in the political space. Already in ancient times, political ideas and ideas form
a specific autonomous system of spiritual phenomena as part of society™®.
Modern healthy democracy depends on the political consciousness of
citizens, the ability to civic responsibility, activity, involvement in the
political process. Thus, political consciousness is a set of knowledge and
assessments, views and ideas of people about the political system of the
state, its institutions and regime.

In order to better understand the subject of research, it is necessary to
operationalize the basic concepts. It is worth paying attention to the
peculiarities of the definition of “political consciousness” and “national-
political consciousness”. Among scientists there is no single approach to the
definition of these concepts. Thus, the Political Science Encyclopedic
Dictionary defines that political consciousness is the mediation of the
reflection of the political life of society, the essence of which is the problems
of power, formation, development and satisfaction of interests and needs of
political actors®’.
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In the educational encyclopedic dictionary “Political Science” edited by
N. Khoma, political consciousness is defined as a set of views and guidelines
that characterize the attitude of people to the state, parties, socio-political
organizations, political values and development goals, traditions and norms
of political life; is a set of rational and emotionally sensitive, theoretical and
empirical, value and normative, conscious and subconscious ideas of
political actors about events, phenomena and trends related to issues of
political power?®,

Since political consciousness is formed by political practice, which
acquires different characteristics and interpretations, some scholars propose
to generalize the definition of political consciousness in separate approaches,
as well as essential concepts.

Thus, R. Kolisnichenko, analysing different approaches to the definition
of “political consciousness”, notes that in general a wide variety of
definitions of political consciousness should be combined into certain
concepts of modern understanding of its essence:

— reflexive concept — political consciousness, mainly, deals with the
reflexive “subjectivization” of politics;

— idealistic concept — political consciousness expresses a set of sensory
and theoretical, rational and subconscious ideas of the individual about
politics;

— complex concept — defines political consciousness as a set of
knowledge, ideas, views, opinions, judgments, emotional states of the
subjects of the political process™.

In turn, V. Voropaeva, exploring the socio-philosophical context of the
metamorphosis of modern political consciousness in a crisis, identifies
somewhat different approaches to the study of political consciousness:

— epistemological — includes empirical and theoretical political
consciousness. At the first the direct, everyday practical political experience
of the person is fixed; the second is a set of doctrines, ideas that arise on the
basis of scientific research of the political life of society;

— sociological — highlights the political ideology; political psychology;
mass and group consciousness;

— specific-historical — distinguishes types of political consciousness
depending on the use of formational or civilizational approaches®.
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Thus, we see that political consciousness is organically connected with
the psychological world view, is part of the political ontology, is based on
theoretical views, which are an extensive system of concepts and doctrines.
It is the political consciousness that acts as a regulator of political relations
and can change in the process of long-term historical development or,
conversely, in an accelerated time with the help of certain catalysts.
As 1. Servetsky and V. Redko note, political consciousness can be formed
by means of “critical comprehension of socio-political reality, generalization
of available information; awareness of the purpose of the party or political
movement, joining the assessments and norms of the already formed
political movement; emotional conviction in the justice of certain political
ideals™?.

Given the number of definitions of the concept of “political
consciousness® and the corresponding approaches to understanding this
category, it should be noted that the structural definition of political
consciousness is quite difficult. In the academic sphere, it is customary to
distinguish the following types and levels of political consciousness:

— according to the functional approach to distinguish political and
psychological (feelings, moods, motives, attitudes, beliefs, etc.), political
and ideological (ideas, views, doctrines, concepts, theories), political action
(conservative consciousness, liberal, reformist, radical, etc.) types of
political consciousness®;

— by subjects - individual, group, class, mass, social, national
consciousness;

— according to the epistemological approach, every day and theoretical
political consciousness is distinguished.

And although a significant number of academic papers are devoted to the
types and levels of political consciousness, but each new generation at
different levels of functioning of political consciousness adds new meanings
and manifestations. Political consciousness is closely connected with
political processes, political relations, the political system of society, the
state of education (including political), is an integral part of the political
culture of society.
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B. Tsymbalisty notes the following factors that influenced the formation
of the political culture of the Ukrainian people:

— centuries-old statelessness, in the lack of opportunity to gain
experience in power, to be equal in relations with other peoples and to feel
free to own their land;

— the dismemberment of Ukrainian territory and the inclusion of its parts
in different states with different cultures, political systems, which led to
psychological, domestic and political alienation between different parts of
the Ukrainian people;

— multiple denationalization of the leading stratum of Ukraine in the
XVI-XVII centuries. our boyar and noble strata united. In the
XVIHI-XIX centuries. descendants of Cossack officers Russified. In the
XX century. the proletarian leading class was destroyed or for the most part
served the interests of the Soviet-Russian Empire®.

In addition to historical facts that in one way or another influenced the
formation of political culture and political consciousness of modern
Ukrainian society, there are also factors of character that affect the formation
of political consciousness of society. Such factors, for example, K. Bush
includes:

1) external, which include the institutions of the political system, national
and social groups, various informal associations, under the influence of
which is the socialization of the individual;

2) internal, characterizing the mechanisms of world perception, analysis
and decision-making, etc. The latter cover the needs, interests, spiritual
values, individual psychological qualities of man®.

Thus, considering the political consciousness of Ukrainian society during
the thirty years of independence, we can identify some factors that
contributed to the transformation of political consciousness:

— 19912000 is a period of formation of Ukrainian statehood,
characterized by two polar world views — “regret for lost ideals” and “faith
in a better democratic society”. But the economic and political crisis of this
period led to rising inflation and the shadow sector, which in turn resulted in
the criminalization of life. These factors were especially destructive for the
political consciousness of citizens, because as M. Popovych noted, “under
such conditions the population of Ukraine trusts the government, police,
parliament, communists and nationalists even less than astrologers
(the degree of trust in the latter in 1994-1996 is 17-18%). The religiosity of
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society has grown quite rapidly: about two thirds of the population rely on
God. They rely mainly on themselves and their loved ones™?.

— 2001-2010 — this period is characterized by increasing polarization of
Ukrainian society. The political consciousness of citizens is characterized by
a low level of trust in public authorities, local governments, the
predominance of irrational and emotional factors in the implementation of
political choices. In this context, Bush notes that one of the factors that
significantly influenced the political consciousness was the events of the
“Orange Revolution”. The authority of the authorities was also undermined
during the events of the winter and spring of 2001, when Ukraine found
itself in a state of political crisis, which was associated with the murder of
journalist G. Gongadze, when the investigation began to manifest itself
negative phenomena in the upper echelons of power®. This decade is
characterized by fluctuations in interest and involvement of citizens in
political processes: economic crisis, permanent political instability, which
caused a high level of social pessimism, negatively affected the political
consciousness of Ukrainians, the development of democratic values and
contributed to the partial return of paternalistic sentiments;

— 2011 to the present time — in this period the transformational processes
of the political consciousness of the Ukrainian society are noted, the catalyst
of which became the events of the Revolution of Dignity. Thus, N. Revenko
notes that in previous years the political activity of the vast majority of
Ukrainians was limited to participation in electoral processes and was almost
invisible in the activities of public organizations, political parties, or mass
political events. However, in the events of the Revolution of Dignity there
was a mass participation of Ukrainian citizens in rallies, demonstrations and
other actions. The authorities’ refusal to join the Association Agreement
with the EU caused a surge of activity in support of Ukraine’s European
integration strategy?’.

Also, it should be noted that this decade is characterized by an increase
in the level of national and political consciousness. The political
consciousness of modern Ukrainian society is undergoing transformations
not only in the direction of foreign policy guidelines, but also not a standard
form of participation in state-building processes — volunteering (acquires a
special surge during this period), various social projects (participation in
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local government, social actions against violence), bullying, etc.). At the
same time, communication progress has created conditions for new forms of
political participation related to cyberspace and time (various messengers,
social networks, chatbots). That is, in addition to the real political processes
that affect the political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society, the
virtual world of political reality is beginning to play an important role.

That is, the criterion for assessing the level of development of political
consciousness is the degree, scale of political activity of members of society,
their participation in the creation of material and spiritual goods. It is the
practical behaviour of a person, his position, attitude to politics provide a
reliable criterion for social change. Political consciousness is manifested not
only through a system of their own political concepts, ideas. It also includes
the ideas and feelings of many other forms of social consciousness. It is
impossible to do without this at least because the purpose and results of
political activity of groups of people, individuals need a material and legal
basis in terms of their moral values and legal legitimacy?.

Thus, political consciousness is a holistic system of interconnected
elements — values, mentality, historical memory, spiritual aspects of the
people’s existence, which are inextricably linked with the results of the
objective process of development of society. The political consciousness of
modern Ukrainian society, formed by historical preconditions, political and
economic crises, remains ambivalent. During the period of independence,
the political consciousness of Ukrainian society was influenced by certain
stimuli that set new demands on the Ukrainian people regarding political
reality and political participation.

It is possible to determine a direct relationship between the socio-
economic success of the state and the level of political consciousness of
citizens. Not the least role here is played by the political education of the
community and youth in particular. Political consciousness in its detailed
study is able to anticipate political practice and help predict political
processes. The main challenge facing the political consciousness of modern
Ukrainian society is overcoming political ambivalence, overcoming the
mythologizing of historical processes in the direction of objectivity, the
desire to cultivate democratic values that would reflect the position of the
whole nation. In this context, it is worth talking about the national and
political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society.

28 . . . . . . .
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2. Determining the determinants of national
and political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society

Modern Ukrainian society is in the process of developing civil society on
the basis of democratic values and freedoms, rethinking the past political
experience, the formation of national identity. All these challenges of
modernity pose new challenges for the public consciousness, the need for its
development from the individual to the representativeness of the whole
nation. In the scientific space, the question still remains open: what should
be the national and political consciousness of the modern Ukrainian people?
What are its main determinants that contribute to its change? Various crisis
situations can be important catalysts for the transformation of political
consciousness.

Analysing the issue of crisis political situations, T. Lyashenko notes that
approaches to the interpretation of crises are ambiguous. Understanding the
crisis in the Soviet scientific literature was seen as a state of decline. Today,
the political crisis, in particular, is interpreted as a transitional situation®.

In modern social and behavioural sciences there is no clear universal
definition of “national-political consciousness”, nor is there a single
approach to understanding political consciousness and the nation.
In scientific intelligence, we partially meet the definition of “national
consciousness”. For example, L. Kulishenko defines national consciousness
as a category, the essence of which is the awareness of belonging to a certain
nation (in identification with a certain people, nation), and accordingly, this
category is based on the following features: language, culture, common
history, mentality, territory, economy, political and legal institutions™®.

National consciousness through the prism of socio-political activity is
defined by G. Redkin, noting that this type of consciousness is primarily due
to people’s awareness of their unity, common origin, historical destiny,
culture, a set of stereotypes of consciousness and behaviour, as well as civic
and political traditions, interests, prospects for political development,
common political institutions, rights and responsibilities, economic and
social space, common citizenship®. This definition is more a definition of
national-political consciousness.

In the Political Encyclopedic Dictionary, national consciousness is
defined as a set of social, economic, political, moral, ethical, philosophical,

2 Jlsmenko T. JIoCHDKEHHsST  CYCHUIBHO-TIONITHYHOIO  TPaH3UTYy  YKpaiHu
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religious views, norms of behaviour, customs and traditions, values and
ideals that reflect the characteristics of nations and nationalities. The basis of
national consciousness is national self-consciousness®. Thus, national self-
consciousness can be defined as a certain set of values, ideals, ideas,
knowledge, attitudes of national and ethnic communities about their place
among other communities.

While the national-political consciousness is a certain system of clearly
formed ideas (ideals, ideas, opinions, orientations) about the place of nations
and peoples in the socio-political space based on awareness of their
historical, cultural, religious, political identity, which determine the
formation of sociopolitical behaviour and political ideology. The main task
of national-political consciousness is to mobilize the masses for political
collective identification for the sake of national development by determining
kinship ties, common origins, a sense of common history and a specific
culture. After all, without the revival of the Ukrainian ethnic nation, without
fulfilling its political mission, it is impossible to develop the Ukrainian
national and political consciousness.

Yu. lvchenko believes that the national consciousness is historically
formed in the process of nation-building, through the awareness of the
representatives of the ethnic group of their origin and organic connection
with their cultural roots, recognition of the original nature of the native
culture, language, national characteristics, mentality and sense of national
solidarity®.

The following elements are clearly manifested in the highly developed
national consciousness and self-consciousness:

— national identification, in a person’s awareness of his belonging to a
particular ethnic group, nation;

— knowledge of typical features, features of ethnicity or nation to which
a person belongs, interest in ethnic, national features that are characteristic of
other national communities;

— awareness of the unity of the historical past, present and future of their
ethnic group, nation;

— clear ideas about the territorial community of the nation;

— awareness and effective attitude to the spiritual and material values of
the nation, the need for personal work to enrich such values in their lives;

%2 Monitonoriunmuii CHIMKJIONEeANYHNI cioBHUK / Ynopsaauk B.I1. Topbatenko ;
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— awareness of their own responsibility for the fate of the nation, its
present and future®.

In general, the problematic field of formation and functioning of the
national consciousness of modern Ukrainian society includes objective and
subjective factors. The first include:

— regional, linguistic and cultural differences due to the historical past of
Ukraine;

— violation of the ideological and value continuity of generations;

— disunity and incompleteness of the process of crystallization of the
national elite;

— the lack of spiritual unity of society, a generalized basic system of
values, which would be supported by society (reflecting its transitional
state);

— lack of integrating ideas, projects, prospects;

— communicative openness of Ukrainian society in the conditions of
media globalization and information wars.

Among the subjective factors should be outlined:

— low level of national self-consciousness of the Ukrainian elite, its
inability to develop the ideological basis of national statehood;

— the use of political parties and movements of confrontational
ideologies based on opposite value systems, speculation on ideological,
interfaith, ideological contradictions of modern Ukrainian society;

— lack of purposeful state policy on the formation of national identity of
citizens of Ukraine®.

The national-political consciousness of society cannot be formed
compulsorily, for example, by public authorities, it can change depending on
the results of state institutions. The national-political consciousness of
modern Ukrainian society should be the result of the creation of a single
Ukrainian spirituality, national values, a sense of responsibility for the future
of their state, their region, community. The pursuit of democratic values is
closely linked to civic responsibility and the ability to make political
decisions. In this context, it is appropriate to quote S.Vonsovich:
“Stereotypes of democratic centralism weigh on the understanding that
democracy is not always combined with emotional comfort. You have to pay
for the right to choose with responsibility, for freedom — with uncertainty,

3 Kynimenko JI. HamionaneHa CBiZOMICTh Kpi3b NpPU3MY CBITOTISITHHX IO3MILH
ykpainuiB. Cgimoenso — Dinocoghiss — Penieis : 30ipuuk Hayk. mp. 2011. Ne 1(1). URL:
http://dspace.uabs.edu.ua/jspui/bitstream/123456789/5276/1

® Marsienkis C.M. Tpascopmartist OMITHYHOT CBIIOMOCTI B yMOBAX CTAHOBJICHHS
JneMokpatii B Ykpaini : MoHorpagis. 2-¢ BHA. JONOB. i nepepobin. IBaHO-DpaHKIBCBK :
HAIP, 2018. C. 186.
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for equality of opportunity — with a critical assessment of your own
abilities™.

As is known, national identity, national idea, and national identity are of
fundamental importance for the formation of national consciousness
mentality, national psychological complexes. But, in our opinion, it is worth
considering such an important factor as the collective historical memory,
which, according to O. Tregub, is always due to interest; is subjective, which
is manifested in different views on the same events; determined by
emotionality, heredity and continuity; may have a personalized character,
because in the memory of nations are usually engraved images of genius
figures — rulers, politicians and cultural figures, military leaders, as well as
the most significant, groundbreaking events for the nation®’.

Considering the moment of “awareness” of an individual or a certain
group of their identity, it is worth talking about mental activity in the field of
“conscious”. It is quite difficult to determine what is said in the realm of the
“unconscious”. That is, the question of the functioning of national-political
consciousness at the unconscious level remains poorly studied.

In general, we can distinguish the following levels of national identity:

a) low (often subconscious) — emotionally alienated empathy for their
own unity with other members of the ethnic community (ethnic identity);

b) high — rational, deep awareness of nationality (national identity)™®.

Scientific discussion on the levels of national consciousness, offers to
consider the national consciousness in the horizontal and vertical aspects.
The horizontal aspect of national consciousness means the level of national
consciousness at which the nation is given priority to recognize themselves,
their interests and goals, which allows them to compare their “I” with other
communities, while developing a cognitive attitude to the set conditions of
their existence. In turn, the vertical aspect allows us to trace the foundations
of the national, taken in its historical, psychological, culturological relations.

Considering the components of national consciousness in terms of a
systems approach, V. Karlova notes the following groups of elements:

— national integration — awareness of territorial, political, economic,
cultural and linguistic community;

% Bomcosnu C. Po3BHTOK TpaHC(OPMALIHHIX MPOLECIB yKPAiHCHKOTO CYCITiIBCTBA
Kpi3b NpU3My MOJITHYHOT CBiTOMOCTi. [Ipobnemu cyuacrhoi ncuxonozii. 2011. Bumyck 13.
C.35.

87 Tpery6o O. IcropuyHa mam’siTh SK 3aci® MoOLTi3amlii HalliOHAJIBHOI CBIJOMOCTI.
Maczicmepiym. [onimuuni cmyaii. 2008. Bumn. 31. C. 27-28.

Marsienkis C.M. Tpanchopmarisi HONITHIHOT CBIZOMOCTI B yMOBaX CTaHOBJICHHS
JneMokpatii B YkpaiHi : MoHorpagis. 2-¢ BHA. JONOB. i nepepobi. IBaHO-DpaHKIBCBK :
HAIP, 2018. C. 180.
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— national (ethnic) self-knowledge, national and ethnic identity, ethnic
identity, dual ethno national identity — awareness of a common historical
destiny, cultural, psychological identity and uniqueness, national (ethnic
stereotypes); knowledge of the moral virtues of the national (ethnic)
community;

— national values, national interests, national idea;

— interethnic comparison — the nation’s self-assessment of itself and the
assessment of other peoples, ideas about the nation’s own role and status in
the world community, the nation’s contribution to the general civilizational
progress of mankind;

— national feelings, moods, experiences — an emotional component that
contains elements that establish the connection of the individual with the
national (ethnic) community: patriotism, sacrifice in the name of national
interests, civic duty, national dignity, respect for the past, veneration of
national symbols, shrines, etc.*

As we can see, there is a fairly wide range of definitions of national and
political consciousness. There is a discussion among scholars about the
defining features of national-political consciousness, its components and
levels. The issue of what can become a motivational impetus for the
development of national identity, political consciousness, civic
responsibility, and information security also remains unresolved. We can
agree with the opinion of N. Efteni that “the motivational block of political
consciousness is filled with political interests, needs, values, goals, attitudes
and beliefs that motivate people to certain political behaviour, push to
influence changes in society”®. But it is necessary to understand what
determinants should determine this motivational block. Therefore, the
determinants of national and political consciousness of modern Ukrainian
society include the following factors:

— emotional-educational — may include irrational (sensory-emotional)
means of forming the national-political consciousness of citizens: national-
patriotic education, which should include modern real measures, and not
have a declarative nature. May include receiving political or civic education
for people of different ages;

— identification has two levels — regional and national. The first involves
motivating citizens to identify with a particular region or community.
Motivation can be both cultural and educational events and the creation of a

* Kapnosa B. HarionabHa caMOCBiOMICTb: CyTHICTb, OHSTTS Ta 3MIiCT Y KOHTEKCT
CYYacHHX MOCHIZHMIBKUX TIiAXONIB. Jlepowcagne ynpaeuinus: meopis [ npakmuka :
enekTpoH. Hayk. ¢ax. Bua. 2009. Ne2. URL: http://www.academy.gov.ua/ej/ej10/
zmist.htm

“© egreni H. OcobGmupocti (opMmyBaHHs momiTHaHoi cBigomocti. Homimuune
orcumms. 2019. Ne 4. C. 68.
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coat of arms, logo or even a brand of the territory with the active
involvement of citizens in cooperation. At the national level, these should be
measures that form in citizens a stable connection with the historical past, a
clear definition of ways to national unity in the present and a proposal for a
strategy for the development of the national idea in the future;

— socio-political — in this category the motivational block should include
the development of local democracy, involvement of citizens in political
decision-making, active implementation of social partnership, etc. The low
level of national and political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society is
due to the distrust of citizens in the activities of both central government and
local government, which includes the neglect of public authorities
opportunities to interest citizens in their activities; lack of knowledge and
skills necessary for active participation of citizens in decision-making
processes; disinterest of the young generation in the work of public
authorities, etc.;

— information and communication — is determined by the fact that
modern media and communication can be a significant stimulus to the
development of national and political consciousness of citizens, but provided
that they leave the field of political influence and the creation of
independent, objective media that adhere to fundamental democratic values;

— economic — this factor has a direct impact on the development of
national and political consciousness of citizens, because until the basic vital
needs of citizens are met, we can talk about national unity or the
development of national and political consciousness only in theoretical
terms. As the experience of Ukrainian society shows, various economic
crises have only deepened the political inertia of citizens.

Thus, the national-political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society is
on the path of transformation from the post-totalitarian to the democratic
level. This process should include the reproduction of Ukrainian spirituality,
national unity, the creation of a system of Ukrainian national values, the
formation of the political sphere of ethnic components of public
consciousness. All these aspects must be implemented in a democratic way,
taking into account the national education of ethnic minorities, which
includes knowledge of the state language, culture, customs and traditions.

CONCLUSIONS

The national and political consciousness of modern Ukrainian society is
in a difficult period of transformation. The main features of the modern
national-political consciousness of Ukrainians remain: ambivalence, in
recognition as equivalent of directly opposite value orientations; low level of
political and social activity and deportation of the population; low level of
consolidation and identification of modern Ukrainian mass political
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consciousness; almaost no sense of national unity, the need for strong unity of
all members of the community to ensure their own security and well-being;
national nihilism is still present and regional specifics remain relevant;
political culture is still based on mythologizing and stereotyping.

Given the outlined range of problems and despite the rather significant
achievements of research of political consciousness in the scientific field, the
problem outlined in the study needs further study. In particular, in aspects of
the formation of national consciousness in the development of the modern
information society; overcoming the indifference of young people to the
political life of the country; features of the formation of national psychology
and national ideology, etc.

In the process of research, the concept of “national-political conscious-
ness” is defined as a certain mobilizing system of ideas, ideals, ideas, thoughts,
orientations on the place of nations and peoples in the socio-political space.
These system of ideas should be formed on the basis of awareness of their
historical, cultural, religious, political identity, which determine the main
aspects of socio-political behaviour and political ideology. Motivational
determinants of the development of national-political consciousness of modern
Ukrainian society should be emotional-educational, identification, socio-
political, information-communication and economic groups of factors. After
all, the national and political consciousness of Ukrainian society is an integral
part of the development of statehood. Its development must take into account
global change, focus on democratic values and national unity, because the
energy of political consciousness under the influence of destructive factors can
generate arbitrariness, violence, despotism and other forms of anti-democracy
in the political life of society. National-political consciousness is determined
not only by national symbolism, it is a complex fragment of the spiritual
activity of the people.

SUMMARY

The urgency of studying the problems of formation of modern political
consciousness is determined in the article; the essence of political
consciousness as a process of reflection of political reality is revealed; the
mutual influence of the national consciousness of citizens and the current
political situation in Ukraine is analysed; an attempt was made to interpret
the national-political consciousness as an integrating force in the process of
state formation; it is proved that the state of political consciousness
significantly influences the formation of the political system, the
peculiarities of the political regime, the political behaviour of citizens.
National consciousness is one of the most important factors in the formation
of a political nation, the sustainable development of the political system, the
legitimation of state institutions. Ukraine has not yet formed a full-fledged
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political nation with clearly defined national interests, on which there would
be a consensus among both the elite and the citizens. Priorities in the
formation of national consciousness of citizens of modern Ukraine are:
definition of the system of basic values, development of humanitarian policy
(historical memory of the Ukrainian people, linguistic unity of society,
common information and cultural space, cultural policy), state ethnic
national policy of Ukraine and patriotic education.
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